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“0-6 Gen. 45-24. And Foftpb. [aid to bis Brethren (when they were going Se 
she third time out of Egypt ) See that yee fall not out by the way, Sie 
A&ts 7.26. Sirs,yee be Brethren, why do ye wrong one to another ? 
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FaSeeaawe LE greate ft commsotiors 17 Kingdomes have for. the 
| : TYaN| emo/t part beene raifed and maintained for and about 
(| Power,azd Liberties, of the Rulers and the Ruled, - 
together with the due bounds and limits of either : 
4| and the like hath fallen out in Churches, and is cone 
<< tinued to this dayin the foarpeft contentions (though 
ot wow the feate of the warreis changed _) wha should bee 
shetirlt adequate, and compleate {ubje of that Church-power, which 
Chrift bath leften earth; how bounded, avd to. whom committed. 
This controverfie is in a fpeciall manner the lot of thefe prefenttimes: . 
And now that moft parties( that can pretend any thing towards it have it 
feverall ages bad their turns & viciffitudes of fo long a poffeffion of tt,and 
their pleas for thetr feverall pretences, have beene fo much and fo long 
3 Rete may welbe hoped it is neere determining,c> that Chraft wil fhortly 
fettle ae power upon the right beires to whom be primitively did bew 
ueathét, es. | | sg 
Inthofe former darker times, this golden Ball was throwne up by the 
Clergy (/o called) alone torunne for among themfelves ; Andas they 
quietly poffeffed thename Karis, T he Clergy,and of the Church, ap- 
propriated to themfelves; fo anfwerably all manner of iutereft is 
power or cognifance of matters of the Charch,was wholly left @.quitted to 
them: whilft the People that then knew not the Law, having given 
up their foules to an implicite faith in what wasto be.beleeved, did much 
more fuffer themfelves tobe deprived of all Liberties in Church affaires. 
this royal donation beftowed by Chrift upon bis Church, was takenup and 
And placed in (o bigh thrones of Bifbops,Popes,Generall Councells, &z, 
sot unely farre above thefe things onearth, the people ; but things in 
Heavenalfo, we meane the Angels and Minilters of the Churches them» 
felvessin fo great aremoteneffe from the people, that the leaft right er 
intereft therein, was not fo much as fafpected to belong torhem. Bat tam 
wards thefe latter times, after many removalls of st downe agasne,and this 
as the iffae of many {nits againe and againe renned and removed, and 
upon the fentence ( even of whole States) as oft reverfed, It haib now 


. We per ae | we. 
r + ° Wd a. y i) : ys; . 
a 2 ¥ 


$ st eee ~ 
a SNS eT A a tS 


To the Reader. Taye 3 
inthefe our dayes been brought foncere unto the people,that they alfo have 
begunne to pleade and fue for a portion, and legacy bequeathed them 
in itsT be Saints( in thefe knowing times ) finding that the Key of know- 
ledge bath fofarre opened their bearts, tbat they fee with their owne eyes 
into the fubftantialls of Godlinefge, and that through the inftruction and 
guidance of their teachers, they areenabled to underftand for shem/cves 
{uch other things as they are'tojoyne tn the prattife of. They doe therefore 
farther (many of them ) begin more then to fufpett, that fome foarein 
the Key of power fhoild lakewife appertain umto them, 
Iiwas the unbappinelfe of thofe, who: firft in thefe latter times revived 
this plea of the peoples right, toerre om the orber extreame (as it hath ever 
beene the fate of truth, when it firft arifeth in the Church from wnder that 
long night of darknes which Antich:iftians{me had brought wpon the world 
po bave along [hadi of érrourto accompanie it )by Liying the plea & claine 
on their bebalfunto the whole power ; & that the Elders fet over them did 


, ; 


but exercife that power for them, which was properly theirs, & which Chrift 


bad (a they contended )i adically and origina lly ef ated inthe pepe only, 
But after that alltitles have been pleaded, ef thofé that are content with 


notbing but the whole,the finalljud rement and featence may ( polfibly) fall 
to be a futable and due proportioned diftribution and difperfion of this 


power into /everallinterefts andthe whole to neither part.in Common= 
welaths, itis a Difperfion of feverall portions of power and rights into 
feverall hands, joyntly to conenrre and agree in alts and proceffe of weight 
and moment, which caufeth that healehfull xpos and conftitution of them, 


sphich makes thers lating & preferves their peace,when none of al forts find 


they are excladed, beet y ha meme ) 
flare of power or priviled Ieesis left and betrn iftedro them. And according. 
ly the wifedome of tbe fr fi Couftstators of Common weatths is moft feen in 
such aquft ballancing of, power & priviledzes, & befides alfa in [etting the 
exath limits of thatwhich is committed unto each; yea and ti more adq 
mired byus inthis than iaihesr other Lawes ; and in experience, acleare 
and diftintt definement and confinemrent of all fuch parcels of power, bath 
for thekind ana extent of them,is judged tobe at effentially uccéfary( sf vot 
yey cy Atha 13% be TRIAL 1 Ree Rea te S44 Spee Shs 
more) than what ever other fiatures, that fet out tl é kinds and degrees of 
crimes or penalties. ae ee he ie 
So in that Politie or Government by which Chri A would bave bis chur- 
ches ordered,the right difpofall of the power therein (we bumbly fappofe.) 
may lie in a due and proportioned allotment and difperfion ( thoazh 
not inthe fame meafure and degree ) into divers hands, according #nto the 
feveral concernments and tater efts that eachrank in bis C. burch may haves 
rather tba in an intire and fole raft committed to any ome may (100% 


as they have afbare af coneernement,fo that a fit mea= 


-To-the Readér. 


_mever fo able) or any one fort or kinde of men or officers, although 
- diverfified into never fo many fubordinations under one anorber, And 
sn like manner, wee cannot but imagine, that Chriff bath been as exadk 
in fetting forth the irue bounds aud limits of what ever portion of power 
be rey aed es any (if wee of this age could attain rightly to dif- 
cern it.) as bee bath been in ordering what kinde of cenfires, and for 
what finnes and what degrees of proceedings unto thofe cenfures s which 
wee finde bee bath been punttuall sng 
Row the (cope which this grave aud yudteiows Author in this bis 
Treatife doth purfue, is;t0 lay forth the juft lines and terriers of this 
divifion of Church-power, «nto all the feverall fubjects of it, to the 
end to allay the contentions now on foot, about it, And in generall 
hee layes ‘this fundamental] Maxime, that holds in common true ‘of 
all the particulars, to whom any portion of power can be fuppofed tobe 
committed s That look what ever power or right any ofthe pof- 
- feffours and fubje&ts thereof may have, they have it each,alike im- 
mediatly (that 2, in re/pe&E of 2 mediation of delegation or depen- 
danceon' each other’) from Chrilt, and fo areeach, the firft fubjects 
‘of that’ power that isallotted to them, Axd for the particular fub- 
jects themfelwes, bee follows thar. divifion (in the handling of thers ) 
which theConirover(ieit felfhath made unto bisbands ; To wit, 1. What 
power each jingle Congregation (wbich ts indowed with a Charter 
10 be a body-politigde to Chrift ) hath granted to it to exercife within 
“at fp: And 2°What meafire, or rarber,‘kinde of power Chrift 
bath placed in Neighbour-Churches wahout i, and in aflociati- 
‘on with it, Ke a ot ano BAD F S| FRBNY TE NN 
0) For the firft. Asheéefuppoferh; each Corgregatior, fach, as to have 
she priviledge of injoying'a'Presbytetie, or compzny of more or hfe 
“Elgerss proper untost felf; fo being ‘thus “Presbyterared, bee afferteth 
this incorporate body or fociety to be rhe firlt and primary /ubzett of @ 
compleat and entire power within it felf over it's crea members 5 yea, 
and the fole native {abject of the power of Ordination and Excom- 
munication, which tf the higheft Cenfure: And mbereas this corpors- 
“Pion confi ftetb both ef ‘Elders'und Brethren, “( for a far women and 
children there is a {pecial exception by. @ Seatnte-law of (Chrift agaraft 
théir injoyment of any part of this publique power ;) His fcopeiste de- 
‘mmfirite a diftin® and feverall foare and interet of piwer, 7 matters. ° 
of common concer nment, vi mcnlafedto each of thefe, and difperfed among 
~borh, by Charter from the Lord: ‘as in fowe vf our towns catporate, 
+04 company of Aldermen, the Rulers, and a Gommon-Councell, 


a body 


ie To the Reader. , 
2a body of the people,there w/eth to be the like: He giving unto the Eldets 
or Presbytery @ binding power of Rule aud Authority proper.and 
peculiar unto them ; and unto the Brechren, diftintt and apart , an 
intereft of power and priviledge io concurre with them,and that feb 
affuires fhould not be tranfatled, but with rhe joynt agreement of borb, 
ahough out of a diffrent right : forkat as a Church of Brethren only, 
could not proceedto.any publique cen(ures, without they bave Elders over 
ahem, (0 nor in the Church bave the Elders power to cenfure without the 
concurrence of the people; andlik.wife fo, as each alone bath not power 
of Excommunicating the whole of either, thongh together they bave 
power over any particular per[on or perfons in each. == 
And because thefe particular Congr egaisons, both Elders and People, 
may difagree and mifearry, and abujé this power committed to them; He 
therefore, fecondly, afferreth an affoctation or commsnnion of Churebes, 


fending their Elders and Meffengers into a Synod, ( fohee purpofex 


ty chooferh to ftile thofe Afiemblies of Elders which the Reformed 
Charches do call Claffes or Presbyteries, that fo bee might diftin- 
gitifa them from thefe Presbyteries of Congregations before mention 
ned ) And acknowledgeth that it is an Ordinance of Chrift, unto whom 


Chrift batl (in relation to redtifying Mal-adminiftrations and healing — | 


diffentions in pzrticular Congregations, and the like-cafes) -commit- 
ted adue and quft meafure of power, fuited and proportioned to thofe 
ends, and furnifsed them, not only with ability to give|counfell and 


advice, but further upon fach occafions with a Minifteriall power and 
authority to determine, declare and injoyn fuch things as may tend — 


to tlereducing (uch Congregations to right order and peace. Onely iw 
his bounding and defining this power, be affirms it to be. Firft for the 
kinde azd quality of it, but a dogmaticall or do@trinall power, 
(though ftamped with authority Minifferiall as an Ordinance, of 
Chrift,) whether in judging of controverfies of faith ( when they ‘ffir’ 
the peace of particular Congregations, ad which themfelves finde too 
difficult for them) or in decerning matters of fact and what cen- 
fures they doe deferve: but not armed with authority and power of 
Excommunicating or delivering unto Satan, esther the Congre- 
gations er the Members of them: But they in fach cafes, baving decla- 
red and qudged the nature of the offence, and admonifhed the peecant 
~ Churches, asd decerned what they ought to do withtheir offending mer 
bers they ave toleavethe formall act of this cenfure 10 that authority 
which can only execute it, placed by Chrift in thofe Churches them- 
Selves; which if they deny to do, or perfift in their mifcarriage, then to 


* a 


To the Reader. | 
determine to withdraw communion from them. And alfo for the 
extent of this power in fuch Affemblies and Affociation of Churches, 
he limits and confines that alfo unto cafes, and with cautions (which 
will appear wm the Difcourfe) to wit, That they foould wot intrench or 
smpair the priviledge of intire Furifdittion committed unto each Con- 
gregation, (as aliberty purchafed them by Chrifts blood) but to leave 
them freeto the exercife andufe thereof, untill they abufe that power or 
are unable to manage it; and inthat cafe only to affift, guide, and di- 
vet them, aud not take on them to adminifter it for them, but with 
them, and by them, , : 

As for our felves, we areyet,, neither afraid, nor afbamed to make 
profesfion ( in the mid of all the high waves on bob fides dafbing on 
us) that the fubftance of ths brief Extra from the Authors larger 
Difecurle, # That very Middle-way (which in our Apologie we 
did in the generall intimate and intend) between that which is called. 
Brownifme, and the Presbyteriall-government, as it is prattifed ; 
whereof the ore doth ineff-cE put the chief (af not the whole) of therule 

and government into the hands of the people, and drowns the Elders 
-wotes (who are but a few) in the major part of theirs: And ihe other,, - 
taking the chief and the principall.parts of that rule ( which we con- 
_ ceive w& the.due of each Congregation, the Elders ard Brethren) into. 
this Parifdittion of 2 common Presbyterie of fcverad Congregations, 
doth thereby. in like manner fwall.w up, not only the interefts of the. 
people, but evew ibe votes of the Elders of that Congregation con— 
cerned, in the major part thereof. , | 
Neither let it fecme arrogance tnus, but ateffimony rather tothe truth, , 
fartherto Remonfirate, that this very Boundary pla:forme and dif- 
pofement of Church power, as here sis ( we fpeake, for the (ubft ance of 
at) fet out and flated ; as alfo that ihe tenure-and exercife thereof 
“in all thefe [ubjetis, [vorld be immediate from Chrift unto them all,is. 
not now new unto ourthoughts.; yea it is no other than. what our 
svone apprebenfiows have beene moulded. unto ling . fince : eAfnd. 
this many of our, friends and fome that are of a difjering opini» 
on having knowne ou" privite judgements long , as likewife our 
owe Notes and tranfcripts writier long agoe, canteflifie ; befides 
many publike profeffions fince as cceafion bath beene offered: Infimuch. 
as when we firft resd thes sf this learaed Author (knowing what hath been. 
she more generallcurrent both of the practice and judgement of our Bre-- 
chren for she Congregationall way) we confiffewe were filled with wonder-. 
ment atthat Divine hind, this bad thusled the judg ments (without the 


lea if: 


: To the Reader. ; 

leaft mutual intercbange or intimation of thoughts or notions in thefe pare © 
ticulars ) of our Bréthten there, and onr (elves (unworthy to be mentioned 
oat | with them) heres Onely we crave kave of the reverend Author and thofe 
=) | Brethren that badthe view of it,todeclare: that we affent not toallexpre/- 
ft fons feattered up and down,or all. & every A Pertion interwoven in tts yea 
nor to all ihe grounds or allegations of Scriptures ; nor foould wee in all 
. things perbaps bave ufed the fame. terms to expreffet be fame materials by, 
“ai } - For inftance, wee humbly conceive Prophecyin g (asthe Scrépture 
> & tearmes it) or {peaking to the edification of the whole G burch way fome= 
times) be performed by Bretbrengifted, though not in Office as Elders 
: afibe Church. onely t Oceafionally, not in an ordinary cour(e 2, By men 
one | of [uch abilities as are fit for Office; sand 3. not afuming shis of thena= 
ai | [elves, but judged [uch by thofe thathave the power, and fo allowed and 
| | — defignedto its And 4. fo as their Dottrine be fubjetted ( for the judge 
v ing cfit) in ane/peciall manner to the Teaching Elders of that Church: 
Oo ia And whenit is thas castioned, wee fee no more incongruity. for. fuch to 
> & | fpeake to a point of Divinity in aC ongregation , then for men of like abi~ 

| 


a Se 


lities to (peake to,and debate of matters of religion in an Apembly of Dix 
vines which this reverend Author allows,and herewith us,is prattifed. 
-Againe, in all humility, we yet (ee not that Affembly of Apofiles, El~ 
dets, azd Brethren, Acts 15. %0 have beene atormall Synod,of Adef= _ 
fengers;fent out of a fet and combined affectation from net ghbour Chur= 
ches ; but an Afjembly of the Church of Jerufalem and of the Adeffen= 
gers from the Church of Antioch aloue that were farre remote each 
: rom other, and eletkively now met: Nor are we for the prefent COnViN=, 
ced that the Apoftles to the endto make this a Precedent of fuchaformal 
| Synod, did att therein as Ordinary Elders, and not out of Apoftolicall: 
guidance & affiftance; But we rather conceive( if we would fimply — 
der the mutnal afpetts which thefe two Churches and their Elders (tood in 
: this conjiun€tion,ab ftracting from them that influence and impreffion moh 
| (that fu peréor Sphere)the Api files who we hen prefent had in this tranfe 
H 


allion) this to have been a Confultation(as thé learned Author doth alfa 
acknowledge'it to b ave beene in its firft original, onely rifing up to bea 
Generall Councell by the Apoftles prefence, they being Elders of all the 
Churches) or if you will, a reference by way of Arbitration for. 
deciding of that great coutroverfie \rifen amongft ‘them ‘at Antioch, 
which they found to bee too difficult for rhemfelves ; and{o to be aware 
rantindeede for all fuch wases of communion berween all, or any, ¢/pe= 
cially neighbour Churebess and upon like occafions to bee Ordinances 
furnifoed with minifteriall power for fuch ends and purpofes, Our 
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HEAVEN, and the Power thereof ; according 
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_ What the Keyes of the Kingdome of Heaven be, and what their 
1A Pty corti | dAtAD fa 


os He rf of the Kingdom of Heaven are pro- 
ea iy mifled by the Lord Jefus (the head and King 
a3 ~.. OfhisChurch) unto Peter, ALat.16.19. To 
BeSPSy thee (faith Chrift) will I give the keyes of the 
! ’ Kingdom of Heaven: andwhatfoever thon halt 
Bea Linde on earth, foall be bound in Heaven; and 
ee §@} wharloever thou foals loofe on earth, fall be loofed 
PSI WEA in Heavex. The words being Allegorical!, 
are therfore fomewhat ob{cure: and holding forth Ponds & power 
in the Church, are therefore controverfall; For where there is no 
honour (nor pride to purfue it) there is no contention. Iewill noe 
thereforebe amiffe, for opening of che Doftrine of the Power of the 
keyes; fomewhat to open the words of this Text, whereon thar 
power is built, Five words require a little clearing. 
1. What is kere meant by the Kingdome of Heaven? 
2. Whatarethekeysof this kingdom,and the giving of them? 
3- Whatare the a&s of thefe Keyes, which are faid to be bind- 
ing and loofing ?, | 


Proy.t §.¥, 


4. Whatis the obje& of thefe a&ts tobe bound or loofed,here . 


put under a generall name, Wharfoever? 
5» Who 1s the fubje& recipient of this power, or to whom 
is this power given? Tothee will I give the Keyes, a 
| i Ph t, For 


ea a 


me of Heaven is here meant both 


fing (whetherit 
‘Church: ).and partly oncurie 2 
rit of Chrift, accompanying the right difpenfa' 
char is, of thefe Ob nia: tohiswill, . = © . 


er Stora rior Scepter; No Sword, 


Moreover, tnefe keys are rieith 
for they convey not civill power © 


(33 4) 


ter, for they convey hot Sovcraighe or Legiflative power overt 
Church,but Rewardly and pi tras Be ce are. 
} Ky 


f bodily lifeand death; nor ae : 
e 


David waseivento Hilkiab (Ifa. 2 2'2'3) who ‘ficceeded Shebna 
fais offi? and i ote was ove the hoafe, 7, 15. and 
thefame wordover the honfe, is tranduced fReward iH the ‘houle, 
_ 34 Louching the third thing, \ Hatare theacts of thefe keys ? | 
~ Pan adtsof thelé keys, are {aid here ro-be binding and loofing, 
whichare not,the proper acts of mareriafl’ keys's' for their acts be 
opening and fhutting, which argueth the keys here f poken of benot 
matcriall keys, but metaphoricalt; ‘and yet being Keys,they havea 
_ power alfoof opening and fhutcing : ; for Chir ift who hat h the fove- 
’ saigne power of thefe keys, Hee is {aid 10 have the key of Davia, 


7 


~ 
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¢ 3 ‘) “ ; 
co open,andnoman to fhnt ; tofhuc, and fo man to.o pen, Rev.3.7. 
which implyeth, that.thefe.keysof Chrifts|Kingdome, have facha 
power of opening and fhutting, as that they do thereby, bindeand 
loofé, retain and remic ; in opening, they loofe, and remit; in fhur- © 
ting they, binde, and retain: which will more appeare in open- 
ingsthe fourth pqing.. iis.rnd cid to molseha et bots . 
4 ty Whe fourth: point then is, ‘What isthe fubje&i to be bound 
BALAI PH as cbtatss woHl | AeiIoum side ef 
. Lhe Textin as, 16. 9, faith, whatfiewer, which -reacheth not 
(fo far.asthe P apiltswoulditretch it) to whatfoever oathes,or co= 
veneinok contracts,or countcls,og lawes ; asif, whatfoever oaihes - 
9 ‘ #ilegiance, covenants of leaiesor Marfiage, &c. the Pope rati- 
fieth or diflolveth on es rth,fhould be ratified or diffolved in-heaven : 
No, thisds.not the key of che kingdome of heaven, but the key of 
the bottomelefle pir, Rev-p.1+ (But this word wmhat/eever,is here put 
in the. Neuter Gender, (mor in: the, Mafculine,whomjaeven) to imply 
ih things and perfon} ; Things,as firs ; Périons,as thofé:that com- 
mitthem. .For fo .when our Saviour {peaketh of thefame atts of 
the, fame keys. (J0b;2.0. 21.) he expiaineth himfelf thus :.Whofe 
fins: faeugr yee remix they are remitted, end whofe fins foeveryee retain, 
they are vetained;, Wihatloeversyou binde'on earth, isas much there- 
fore, aswhofe finsfeever youretainon earth; and wharfoever you 
Joofe onearth, is as. muchas whofe fins foever you loofe onearth, 
- 3Now-this, binding and loofing of whatfoever fins, ia whofever 
commit.chem, is partly in the confcience of the finner, and partly 
in his. qutward eftaceinithe Churchy whichis wont to bé-exprefled 
in other serms, either és foro interioras or iz foro exterioris As when 
inthe difpenfarion ofthe Ordinances of: God,'a firiner is convineed 
Lonlie wader she gualtief-fin, then his finiis retained, his confcienceis 
bound asder.the guilt of at,and litmfelfbound uader fome Church- 
‘ecnfaresaccerding.ro the ‘quality. and defertiof his: offence ;/and-if 
his,ia,be the-mere hainous, Kimfelf is thut zoutfrom the:commu- 
nionef.the\Ghurch: Buesvwhen a:finier répenreth of kis fin, ‘and 
sonfeffdthiie before che Lord), and (if it beckitown) before his peo- 
plealih, 3ndthéa in'the thinufery: ofthe Dpktririejand Di(cipline of 
thé Gofpel;shisfin is remicced, and. hisicgrticiesice looted from: the 
Suiltof;it, atid himfelf hatti:opensatid free entrance, both unto the 
proinife ofthe Gofpely add into: the gates of thé holy: communion — 
Of the Gittrshs ciive sintaesn 9 edt ot naes edoudO girto sliw 
ante 7 B 2 5. The 
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-- g, The fifth point to be explained, is, To whom is this power of 
the keyesgiven ? The Text faith, To thee Simon Peter, the fonne of 
‘Fona, whom Chrift bleffech, and pronounceth bleffed upon his holy 
confeffion of Chrift, the Sonne of the’ living God, and upon the 
{ame occafion promifeth bothto ufe him and his confeffion,as an In- 
trument to lay the foundation of his Ghurch sand alfo ‘to give him — 
the keys ofhis Church, for the well ordering and governing of it. 
But it hath proved abufie Queftion , How Peter is to be confidered 
in receiving this power of the keys, wkether as an Apoftle, or as an 
Elder, (for an Elder alfo he was, 1 Pet.5. 1.) or as a Believer pro- 
feffing his faith before the Lord Jefus,and his fellow Brethren. Now 
becaufe wee areas well ftudious of peace, as of truth, wee willnot 
leane to one of thefé interpretations, more than to another. Take any 
of them, it will not hinder our purpofe in this enfuing Difcourfe, 
though (to fpeake ingenuonfly and without offence what we con- 
ceive ) the fenfeofthe words will be moft full, if all che feverall 
confiderations be taken joyntly together. Take Perer confidered not 
onelyas an Apoftle, but an Elder alfo, yea, and a Beleever too, pros 
feffing his faith, all may well ftand together. For thereisa different — 
power given toall thefe, toan Apoftle, toan Elder; to aBeleever, 
and Peter was all thefe, and received all the power, which was given. 
by Chri tojany of thefe, ‘or to allof thefe together. For as the Fa- 
ther fent Chrift, fo Chrift ent Peter (as well as any Apoftle) cums ame 
plitudine, & plenitudine poteftate, (fo faras either any Church-Offi- 
cer, or the whole Church it felfe, was capableofit.) Pohz 20.21. 
So that Auftin did not miftake when he faid' Peter received'the keys 
in the name of the Church. Neverthelefle, wee from this place in 
Afat. 16: 9: will challengeno further power, either to the Presby- 
tery, or'to the Fraternitie of the Church, thenis more exprefly gran- 
ted tothem in other Scriptures. Now in other Scriptures it appear- 
eth; Firft, That Chrift gave the power of retaining*or remitting of 
fins (thatis, che power of binding and loofing, the whole power of 
the keys) to all che Apoftles as well as to Peter, Feb, 20.21.23. 
secondly, It appeareth'alfo that the Apoftles commended the rule 
and goverriment of every particular Charch to the Elders the Pref- 
bytery)iof that Church, Heb.13. 17.1 Tim. §, 17. ‘And therefore 
Chrift pave the power of the Keys tothem alfo,: Thirdly, It appears 
eth farther chat Chrift gave the power of the keys tothe Body like- 
wife ofthe Church, evento the Fraternitie with the Presbytery. 
aT Sah ah For 
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For the Lord Jefus communicateth the power of binding and loo- 
fing, to the Apoftles, or Elders, together with the whole Church, 
when they are metin his Name, and agree together inthe cenfure 
of an offender, Mar, 18.17,18. Ifanoffender (faith he ) negle& 
toheare the Church; let him beto thee as.'an Heathen or a Publican, 
that is, let him be excommunicated. Which cemfure adminiftred by 
them, with the whole Church, he ratifieth withthis promife of the 
power of the keys, Verily, Z fay snto you, whatfoever you foall binde on 
earth, foal be bound in heaven, and what{oever you foall loofe on earth, fhall 
be loofed ix beaven. In which place, howfoever there be fome diffe- 
rence between Claflicall and Congregationall Divines,what fhould 
be meant by the Church'( Tell the Church’) whether the Presbytery 
or the Congregation: yetvall agree in this ( and ic is agreement in 
¢he cruth, which wee féek for) That no offender is tobe excommu- 
nicated,but with fome concurfe of che Congregation, at lealtby way. 
4. Ofcorifent tothe fentence. 2. Of actuall execution ofic by with- 
drawing themfelves from the offender fo convié&ed and cenfured. 
Now this confent and concurfe of the Congregation,whiehis requi+ 
fite to the power and. validitie of the’ cenfure we receive, is fome 
“part ofthe exercife of thei power of the Keys, >: Sigg 49: 
o: Sothat when Chrilt faidto Peter, To thee willl give the keys of the 
kingdome of heaven: Vf Peferthen received the whole power of the 
‘keys, then he {tood.in the roomeand name ofall fuch, as have recei- 
wed any part of the power of the keys, whether Apoltles, or Elders, 
-or Churches. Orifhe:ftoed in the roome of an Apoftle onely, yet 
‘ that hindreth not,: but thacas he there received the powerofan A- 
-poftle, fo the reft of the Apoftles received the fame power, either 
there or elfewhere:; and the Presbytery of each Church received, if 
not there, yer elfewhere,the power belonging to their offices andin. 
. like fort each Church or Congregation of profeffed Believers,recci- 
_ ved that portionalfo of Church-power which belonged to them. - 
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“Of the Diftribution of the Keys, and sheir power, or of the 


_ feverall forts. they eof. 


, T He ordinary Diftribution of che keys is wont to be thus delive. 
red. There is claus ii Seientie, A key of knowledge, and-a. 
O26 Poteftaia, key of power: and the key 
3 _. Of: 
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ta tgs 3,5 t0 Ordiniss 0 arf Bither.a-key.of order jor! key of 

ofp ower is} FarifaiBiontts Jarifdidtion, 23)%o0% odes 0 
‘This diftribucion chongh it. goe for current: both amongk Prote- 
ftants and Papifts, yet wee.crave leaye to expreffe, whatiitit doth 


not fully fatisie ms. Foure,things-in.it! Jeeme detective tous: - 


x. Thatany key ofthe kiagdome-of heawen fhouldhe: lett without 
_ power. \For here in this diftribution, thekey of knowledge is:con+. 
-_ gradiftinguithed froma‘kepof power. © 8) 9) 85 2 eo 

2. Thereisa reall defectin omitting an integral! part ofthe keys, 


which ds.che: key. dt Church-libertie. But no marvel thongh che 
 Popifh Clergie omittéd itswho-have oppréffed all Church+liberties 


and:Proteftant:‘Chirrches, having recovered thelibertie of preaching _ 


the Gofpel,and miniftery ofuhe Sacrarients fome of chem have loo- 
kéd-no farther, norfo much as difcerned theirdefe& of Ghurch-li- 
bettie in poine of difcipline:andothers finding themfelves wronged 
in.withholiing akey or power; ‘which belongs tothent, have wre- 
fted:to themfelves an undue power, which belongs:not to them, 
- thekey ofauthoritte 2321109 21109 gence bassminos as weld 
3, There is another defe&t inthe Diftribution; in dividing the-key 
of order from the key. of Jarifdi&ion:so fpr poferomakeiway for 
thé power.of Charicellours:and. Comhmiflari¢six forvexteriori » who 
though they want the key, of order; (having never entred) into holy 
orders, as they areicalled, or.at moft into the erderof Beacons one- 
ly, whereofourkordf{pake nothing touching Jurifdiction’) yet they 
have been invefted with Jurifdicion;iyea, ind more then minifteri- 
all authoritieeven!above-thofe Elders who: labour in swordsathd 
doftrine By this facrilegious breach oforder(whichhath beenasit 
Swere the breaking ofthe Files»and: Ranks iman Armic) Satan hach 
roltedandiruined a:greatpart of the libertiexand: puricie-ofl Chur- 
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ches, and-ofallithe/Ordinancesiof Chyifbia thems 2 (982 310h 22/1! 


4. Arfourth defett (buyer theledltywhiich we obferve it thisti- 
{tribution ). is , that-order-is-appropriated-te- the Officers of the 
Church onely. For thoughi wee be farfrom allowing that facrilegi- 
eustufurpation of the Minifters office, which we heare of (toon 
priefe }tobe'praGited in'foine places, that private Chitians ordi- 
narily take upon them to preach the Gotpel publiekly, and to mini- 
fter Sacraments : Yet we put a difference between Office. and Order, 
Office we ogke at as beculiai co tote, who are [ey ana for, (ome 
peculiar funtion in the Chur ch, who areeither Fl dérs or Deacons. 
But order ( {peaking of Church-order properly taken) ts common 
| “3 to 
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ro allthe members of the Church, whether Officers-or private bree 
thren.. There isan orderas well in chem that atefubjec,-as in them 
thatirnle, These isa 7aZes as well zap wiroranzindy; as Tay emitantineg; 
_ Thelmaidin Athenews is laid Reaniisns rain tarrabeoe, as well as her 
Miftrcife. ‘Yer ifany.man be-williag to make office and order equi- 
pollent, wewill not contend about words} fo there beno erroneous 
-apprehenfion wraptintothemattér, 9 yoo tesw,yri or oh 
_. Toxcomethercfore'to fuch.adiftribution ofthe keyes as is more 
fuitable to Scripture phrafe; F ov it beconies.true If{taelites rather to 
{peak the language of Canaan, then:the language of Afhdod, 
. When Pal beheldyand ecjoyced to:behold, haw the Church of 
- Coloffe had received the Lord: lefas; and walked» in him; he fum- 
metivup all their Church eftate, to wit, their beautieand power, in 
thefe two, Faith and erdef, Col. 2.5, 6. rdeh bad: 
_ *cBhere is therefore a key of Faith, and a key of Order. |: 
__ Fhe key of faith, is the fame which the Lord Iefuscalleth the 
key of knowledge, Ewke 11.°52.and which he complaineth:, the 
Lawyers had takenaway.Now that key of knowledge Chrift{peak- 
eth of; was firch, that if it. hadnorbeentaken away, they that had 
it, had power by itto enter intothe kingdom ofheaven themfelvzs; 
and ivmaybe to open thededre tovothets; to enterialfo.:Now fuch 
a knowledge} whereby: a man ‘hath power to entérinto heaven; is 
onely faith, whichis often therefore called knowledge, as L/a. 53. 
11 Bytheknowledgeofhim (ball myrighteous fervent quftifie many 2 that 
is, by the faithof Chrift.And Tob. 07 6:3: Dhis ts eternall life to :kaow 
sheex that is, toobeleeve on thee, This: key. therefore; thé: key of 
knowledge; (faving knowledge :) orwhich is all:one, the key of 
faith; is common’ to all béleevers.. A’ faithful! foul Knowing the 
~ Scriptures and Ghrift inchém , ‘receiveth. Chrift, and entreth 
throweh hit inco the kinédom of heaven, both here,and hereafter. 
Heré he entreth into a ftateof grace thraugh#faith: and by the pro- 
feffion of his faith, heentreth alfo into the fellowfhip of the Church 
(whichis the’ kingdom of heaven upon earth: ») and: by the fame 
faith, ashe beleeveth to juftificarion, fohe maketh confeffion to fal- 
vation; whichis perfeted inthekingdom of glory, Rom.10.10. 
OTHE key ofordér is the powérwherebyevery member of the 
Church walketh. orderly himflf , according to his p!ace in the 
Charch, atid hélpech his brechten; to walk orderly-alfo, 
Tt was)that whiclnths Apoftles and Elders called:upor Paul, fo 
to carriehimfelf before the Jowsin the Temple, tharhemight make 
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it appear,to all men that he walked orderly. (e#@. 21.18.34.) Ore 

derly, to wit, according tothe orders of the Iewifh Church, with 
whom he then converted. And it-was the commandment which 
Paul gaveto the whole’ Church of Theffalonica, and to all the 


_ members of it, to withdraw themfelvesfrom every brother that Walketb 
diforderly, 2 Thef. 3.6. This their withdrawing from him that walk- 
- eddiforderl y, was the exercife of their key of order.. And ic wasa 


like exercife ofthe fame key of order, whemhe requireth the Bre- 


thren to warnethe uzruly, which is, Cin the: originall ) che fame 
- word, toadmonith the diferderly: v The/.5.14. And this key of order 
(to wit, order underftood in this fenfe,) is commonto all ‘the mem- 


bersof the Church, whether Elders or'brethrens 2 2) 8 0) 
> Furthermore, of Order there be two keyes : a key of power, or in= 
tereft: And the key of Authority or Rele. The firft of thefe is termed | 
inthe Scriptures, Liberyy : So diftinguifhing it from that part of 
Ruleand Authority in the officers of the Church, We {peak not. here 
of that {piricuall libercy, whether of-impunitie, whereby the chile 
dren-of Godare fet free by theblood of Chrift from Satan, hell, bon= 
dage of fin, curfe of the Morall Law, and fervice of the Ceremoniall 
Law :nor of imumnitie whereby we have power tobe called the font of 
God, to come boldly unto the throne of grace in prayer, and asheirs 
of glory, to look for our inheritance in light: but of that externald 
libertie, or intereft which Chriftalfo hath purchafed for his people, 
as libertie to enter into the fellowfhip of his Church, libertie to 
chufe and call well gifted men to office in that his Church + libertie 
to partake in Sacraments, or feals of the Covenant of the Church: 
libertie and intescft to joyn with officers in the due cenfure of of- 
fenders, and the like. This libertie andthe aéts thereof, are often 
exemplified in the Aéts of the Apoftles: andthe Apoftle Pau! cal- 
leth ivexprefly by thename of libertie. Brethren (faith he) you bave 
been called unto LiBERTY; onely fe not your liberty as an otcafton 
to the ficlh, but by love ferve oue ancther. Galath. 5.1 3.that the Apo- 
{tle by that libertie meaneth Church libertie or power in order~ 
ing Church affaires, will evidently appeare, if we confult with 
the context, rather then with Commenters, For the Apoftle ha- 
‘ving {pent the former part of the Epiftlz, partly in the confirmation 
‘of his calling , partly in difputation againft juftification by. the 
works of the Law, tothe end of 7.8. of Chap.5. in the ninth Verfe 
he defcendeth notto-exbort unto bonos mores in generall, (as ufuale 
ly Commenters take it) bucto inftruct an Church Dikapline, a 
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| which he giveththree or foure dire@tions to the tenth v.of; Chap.6, 


1 Touching the cenfure of thofe corrupt Teachers, who had _ 


perverted and troubled them with that corrupt Do&rine of jufti- 


fication by werks. Chap. 5. ver. 9. totheend of the Chapters 405 


2, Touching the gentle admonition and reftoring of a brother 
fallen by infirmitie, Chap, 6. ver.1,to5. _ sie ies 
3. Touching the maintenance of their Miniftets, ver. 6, 7,8.and 


beneficence to others, ver, 9, ro, ae | 
_ . Touching the firft, che cenfure of their cortupt teachers. 1 He 
layeth forthe ground of it( that which himfelf gave forthe ground 
of the excommunication of the inceftuous Corinth, 1 Cor.§ 6.) 
‘Little deaven leaveneth the whole lump. verf.9. 2 He prefumeth the 
Church will be of the fame mind with him, and concur in the cen 
~~ fure ofhim that troubled them with corrupt doftrine, v.z0. (from 
- fellowfhip with which corrupt do&trine he cleareth himfel f,v- 11.) 
3 He proceedeth to declare, what cenfure he wifheth might be dif. 
penfed again{t him, and the reft of thofe cotrupt teachers, J would 
(faith he) shey mere even eut off that trouble you : cut off, to Wit, by ex- 
‘communication, ver. 12, Now left it fhould be objected by the bre- 
thren ofthe Church : But what power have we to cut them off ? 
The Apoftle anfwerech, they have a power and libertie (to wit, to 
joys. with the founder patt of the Presbyterie, in cafting them out, 


or cutting them off: ) For brethren ( faith he ) Jo are called unto 


liberty. . : ) oa 
_< Atit thould be further obje&ted, Yea, but give the people this 
_ power and libertie in fome cafes, either tocaft off their teachers, or 
to cut them off, the people will foon take advantage to abufe this 
libertie unto much carnall licentioufhefle. The Apoftle preventeth 
that with a word of wholfome counfell’: Brethren (faith he) you have 
been called unto libertic: onély nfe not your libertie as an occasion to the 
pele, but by love firve one another,v, 1 3.and thereupon feafonab! y pur- 
fueth this counfell witha caveat to beware of abnfing this liberty 


to carnall contention, (an ufuall difeat of popular liberty Jand 


withall dehorterh them from all other fruits df the flefh,to the end 
ofth¢ Ghapters sito vad sleds 9d! Os ees 

Evident therefore itis, that there is a key ofpower or libertie gi- 
ven tothe-Ghurch (tothe Brethren with the Elders )as to opena 
doore of entranee tothe Minifters calling ; fo to fhut the doore of 
entrance againit them in fome cafes, as when through corrupt and 
pernicious doctrine, they turn from Shepherds to become ravenous 
wolves. .~ °- | “C 
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Having fj poken then of chat firft-key of order, namely, the: key of 


—. Autboritie is a aurall power, in -a.fiperiour order (or ftate) binding 
or releasing an inferionr i pointof fubjectior, en 4 aps 
‘Thiskey when it was promifedto Peter, Matcth.1 6:19. and given — 
to him with the reft of the Apoftles, Ioh.20.23.they thereby had 
power to bindand loofe:and itis rhefameAuthority whichis given 


a 


~~ tothe fucceflours the Elders: whereby they arecalled to feed and. 
- gulethe Ghurchof God, as the Apoftles had done before thems: 


eA, 20.28. Andindeed-by opening andapplying the Law ( the 
fpiritof bondage accompanying the fame.) they bind finners: under. 
the curfe, andtheir con{ciences under guilt of fin, and fear of wrath, 
and (hucthekingdom:of heaven againft them. And by opening and: 


ie 


applying, the Gofpel (:the Spirit of; Adoption accompanying the ~ 


fame) they remit fin, and loofe.the confciences ofbeleeving repent. 
ing fouls from guile of fin, and opentothem the-doores ‘of heaven. 


By vertue of this key, as they:preach saath: alt authorstée, Not onely’ 
the doGtrine of the Law, but alfothe Covenant of the Gofpel ; fo: 
they adminifter the {ealsthereot, Baptifme, and the Lords Supper. 


By-virtueal foof this key, they: with the Churchdo bind: an obfti« 


‘nate offender under excommunication, A@aith.18.17,18. and re- 


leafe, and forgive him upon his repentance. 2 Cor. 2.7. 
This Diftribution: of the keyet,and: fo of fpiritwall power, in the 


things of Chrifts kingdom we have received from the: Scripture, . 


But if any men oucof Jove to-Antiquitie, do rather affect to keep 
tothe terms of the furmer more ancient Diftribution (as there be 
who areas loath rochange Antiques termines verborum,as agrorum) 
we would not ftick upon the words rightly explained, out of defire 
both to judge-and fpeak the fame things with fellow-brethren. 
Onely then.!ct them allow: fome fpirituall- power to the key of 


knowledge, though not Church-power, And in Churchpower let. 
chem put in as wei la hey ofiliberty,thatis,.a power and priviledgecf’ 
intercft,as a key of Autboritge. And by their key of order, as they do- 


underftand the key of office, fo ler them not divide from it the key 


of juri{diction ( for Chrift hattrgiven no jurifdittion, but to whom: 


he hath given office ) and fo we willingly confentwich them. 


Lact Wd Pome “Cua. 


s on Splsen TLS : 
Of the fubjett of the power of the keyes, to whom they ave com- 
mitted: and fir(t of the key of knowledge, and Order. 


S the keyes ofthe kingdom of heaven be divers, fo are the fub- 


body, diverfitic of funé&tions belongeth to diverfity of members, 

_ 4. The key. of knowledge (or whichis all one, the’ key of Faith) 
elongeth roall the faichfall, whether joyned to any particular 
Church or no. Asin theprimitive times, men-of,grown yeers were 
firtt called and converted to the faith, before they were received in- 
to the Church : And even now an Indianor/Pagan may not be re- 


-ecivedinto the Church, till he have firlt received the faith,and have. ~ 


madéprofeffion- of it beforethe Lord, and the Ghurch : which argu- 
eth, that the key of knowledge'is-givennot onely to the Church, 
_buéto fomebeforethey enter intothe Church, “And yet to Chrifti- 
ans for the Churches fake : that they who receive this grace of faith, 
by-it may receive Chrift and his benefits,and therewith may receive 
-_alfothis priviledge, to find an open doore fet before them , to enter 
intothe fellowfhipoftheChurch. . ~ 
2. The key of order {peaking as we do of Church erder, as Pax! 
doth, Gol.'2; 5.) belongeth to all fuch, whoare in Church order, 
whether Elders or Brethren, For though Elders be ina fuperiour 
order, by reafon of their office, yet the brethren ( over whom the 
Elders are made Overfeers and Rulers )they ftandalioin an order, 
© -even in orderly fubjetion, according to the order of the Gofpel. 
Icistrue,every faithful foul that hath receiveda key ofknowledge, 
is bound-to watch over his neighbours foul, as his own, and to.ad- 
monifthim.ofhisfin, unlefle he be a {corner : buc this he doth, Noz 
rationeordinis fed intwitn charitatis : not by vertue ofiaftate of order 
which heisin (till-in Church fellowfhip ) but as of common Chri- 
ftian love and ‘charitie, ‘But every faichfull Chriftian who fand- 
‘ethin Ghurch order is bound todo the fame, as well refpeli or- 
diniss as intuite charitatis by virtue of that-royall Law, not onely 
oflove, butof Church order, Afatth, 18. £55 16517. whereby 
if his brother who offended him,do-not hearken to his conviction 
and admonition, he is'then according to order, to proceed further, 
taking one ortwo with him :and if the offender refufe to hear-them 
alfo,thén heis by order to,tell the Church , and afterwards walk 
towards him, as God fhall dire& the Church to order it. 
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[-\jeé&sto whomthey-are comunitted, divers : as in the naturall 
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ra Of the Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven, 
Of the fubjelt towbom thekey of Chureb priviledge, power, — - | 


_ ~ —His key is given to the Brethren of the Church: for fo 


or Liberty # given. 


& faith the Apoftle, in Gal5.13. (in the place quoted and 
 epened before) Brethrez, you have been called to liberty, = 
 ” And indeed, asit is the tudvas,tveZia, & waex7ia of a Common- 
wealth, the right and due eftablifhmerit and ballancing of the liber~ 
ties or priviledges of the people (whichis ina truefenfeymaybecal- 
led.a power) and the authority of the Magiftrate: foic isthe fafery of ss 
Church eflate, the right and due fettling and ordering of the holy - 
ower of thepriviledges and liberties of the Brethren, and the mini- © 
fteriall authority of the Elders. The Gofpel alloweth no Church — 
authority (or rule properly fo called)to the Brethren,butreferveth . 
that wholly co the Elders; and yet preventeth the tyrannie and oli- * 
-garchy, and exorbitancy of the Elders, by the large and firm efta- 
blifhment of the liberties of the Brethren, which arifeth to a power 
in them. Bucers axiome is herenotable; Poteftaspencs omsmem Ecclee 3 
fiameft ; Aurhoritas minifterit penes Presbyteros & Epifeopos. (n Mat. } 
4 


‘16.19. where Pote/tas,or power being contradiftinguifhed from Au- 
thorit as, Autbority is nothing elfe buralibercy or priviledge, tea. 
The liberties of che Brethren,or of the Church confifting ofthem, - 
are manyand great, SEIS 3S 32 COATES PRO 
1. The Church of Brethren hath the power, priwiledges andliber- — 
ty to choofe théir officers. In the choyce ofan Apoftle into the place ©. 
of Judas, the people went as far as humane vote and fuffragecould _ 
g0.Oatot ¥20,perfons, (v.45, ) they chofe out, and prefented two ; 
out of which two(becaufe an Apoftle was to be defigned immediate- 
“dy by God) Godby lot chofe one; Andyet this one{o chofen of , 
God, cuxgtelnoictn, communshns omninm fuffragiw inter duodecim 
- A poftolos aketlus ‘eft, v. 26. was couited amongit the Apottles by 
- the common fuffrages of themall. And this place Cypriznprefieth 
amongft others, toconfirm the p wer, (that is afachav, or priviledge, 
or lsberty) of the’ people in choofing of refufing their Minift<rs. 
Plebs Chriftiana (faithhe) ved maxime poteftatembabet; vel dignos 
facerdotes eligends, ve! indignos recufandi, Epiftol.g.liba. 9 
The like, or greater liberty is generally approved by the beft — 
- of our Divines ( fludiows of Reformation’) from -4é, te eo i 
Mohs Pat bow an ant They 
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They ordained them Elders, chofen by lifting up of hands. 
The fame power is cleerly expreffed in the choyce of Deacons, 
 AG.6.3.5,6. The Apoftles did not choofe the Deacons, but called 
the multitude together, and faid unto them, Brethren, looke you ont 
feven. men amongit yon whom we may appoint over thi bufineffe: And 
the faying pleafed the whole multitude, and they chofe Stephen, &c. 
_« 2. Inisa priviledge, or alsbertythe Church hathreceived, tofend 
forth one or more of their Elders, as the publike fervice of Chrift ; ie 
and of the Church may require. Thus Epaphroditus was a Adeffewger bE 
or eApoftle of theChurch of Philipp: unto. Pawl, Phil. 2.25. 
3; The Brethres of the Church have power and /ibertyof propoun- 
ding anyjuft exception againft fuch as offer them/elves to be admit- 
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Se errata 
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_.ted untotheir communion,or unto the feales of it: Hence Sax/,when | é 

~~ hee offered himfelf to the communion of the-Churchat Feru/alems ih 
was not at firft admitted thereto, upon an exception taken againft > 

him by.the Dsfciples till that exception was removed, Att.o.26,27- Le 


and Peter didnot admit the family of Corze/izs to Raprifine, till he < 
had inquired of the Brethren, it any of them had any exception og 
againftit, Atk. 10.47. | | 
4, As the Brethren havea power of order, and the préviledge to ex- 
poftulate with their Brethren,in cafe of private {candals,according to 
the rule, AZsr.18.15,16. So in cafe of pnblike{candall, the whole 
Church of Brethren have power and priviledge to joyn with the E/ders, 
in inquiring, hearing,judging of publike fcandals; fo as to bindeno- 
torious offenders and impenitents under cent{ure, and to forgive:the 
repentant : For when Chrift commandeth a brother,in.cafe that of- 
fence cannotbe healed privately, then totell the Church, Adat.18.17- 
ir neceffarily implyeth that che Church muft bearebim, and inquire 
into the offence complained of, and judge of the offence as they find Ay 
it upon inquiry: When-the Brethren that were of thecircumcifion ee 
expoftilated with Peter about his communion with Corneélivs; and - 
- hisuncircumcifed family, Peter did not reject them, and their com- & 
plaint againg him, as tranfgrcffing the bounds of their jult power and EE 


priviledge; but readily addrefled himfelt to give fatisfation.to thom iE 
allj4d.11,2.to, 18. The Brethren of the C burch of Coristh being gathe- le 
red together with their Elders,ia she 74 me of the Lord. Fefts, and with =). 
bis power, did deliver ibeincefinous perfonto Satan, 1 Cor.5+ 455+ And s 


Paul reproveth them all, Brethren ag well as Eldcrs, that they had 
no fooner put hin away from amonglt them, v. 2s/and ¢xprefly 
he alloweth to them all power tojudge them that are within,v.22. 

: Yea, 
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14 ~~ Of the Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven, | 
Yea, and from thence argueth, \inall the Saintsyeven inthe meaneft 
ofthe Saints, an ability to judge between brethren, ‘inthethingsof 
_ this life, asthofé thathavereceived fach a fpirit of difcerning from r 
_ Chrift, by which they thallone day judge the world, even Angels, 
_ fointhe next Chapcer,the 6.of chat 1 Cor.1.2)3;435. “Andthefame 
: Brethren of the fame Church, as well\as:theE/ders, he intreateth 
bo fargive ys fame inceftuous Corinthian, upon his srepentance , 
2 Gre 2072305 Be oe ee vie BS Ree 
_ Tfitbe laid, to judge is anak of rule; and to be Rulers of ‘the 
Church, is not givento ali the:Brethren; but to the Elders only: 
Anfw. Alljudgementisnotan act of| atithority or rule; for there 
is ajudgement of difcretion, by way of priviledge, as well asof au- 
thority by way of fencence: That ofdifcretiom is common to all the 
Brethren,as well as that ofauthority belongeth to the Presbyteryof 
that Church. “In‘England, the Jury by their verdi&, as wellas ‘the 
Judge by ‘his. fentence, do both of them judge-the fame male. =< 
ta&tor; yetin the Jury their verdict is ‘but anact:of ‘their popular 
liberty : In the Judge itis anat& of his judiciall authority. ei 
Afit be demanded, W hat difference is there’between thefetwo? 
Theanfwer is ready, Great is theedifference: for thougl*the 
jury havegiven up their judgement and verdi&, yet the malefa&tor os 
is not thereuponlegally condemned, much leffe executed, but upon 
_ thefentenceof the Judge: In like fort here, ‘though the Brethren St 
of the Church do with one accord give up theiriyote and judge-. 
ment-for the cenfure of an offender, yet he'is not thereby cenfured, 
«ill uponthefentence of the Presbytery.) 72 reer 
If it be faidapain ; Yea, butitisamact of authority to bindeand 
: loofe, and the power to bind and loofe, Chrift gave to'the whole 
Charch, AZae, 18.18. re eee 2 
Anfe, The whole Church may be faid to bind and loofe, imthat | 
- the Brethren confent, and concurre with the Elders, bothbeforethe 
Cenfare in difterning itto be juft and equall, and in declaring their 
difcernment, by lifting up of their hands, orby filence sandafterthe 
cenfure,in rejecting the offender cenfured from their wonted Gom- 
munion. Andyet their difcerning or approving of the jukiceofthe 
cenfure béfore-hand,is nota preventing of the Elders in their work, 
For the Elders before that have not onely privatelyexamined the 
offender and his'‘offence,and the proofes thereof,to prepare the mat- - 
ter and ripen it for the Churches cognizance : but doealfopublicke 
Jy‘revife the heads of all the materiall paflages thereof before the 


te et 
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: } 7 and the power thereof te Ty sa 
Church: and-doe withall declare to the Church the counfell and? 


will ot God:therein, that they may rightly di(cerne and:approve: 
_ whatcenfure the Lord requirech te-be adminiftred«in fuch a cafe. 
- Sothar.the peoples difcerning and approving the juftice of the cen- 


fure before it. be adminiltred; arith from the Elders former inftry-' 


ion and direion of them therein: W hereunto the people vive con- 


{ent,in obedience ro the will and rule of Chrift-Hence is that fj péech 


ofthe Apoftle ; Weebsve in readineffe torevenge all difobediénce, when 
your OBEDIENCE IS°FULFILLED,2 Cor. 1626.Tie Apoftles 
revenge of difobedience by.way of reproofe in preaching, doth not 
follow the peoples obedience, but proceedech whether the people. 
obey ut or no.” Itwas therefore theit: revenge of difobedience by 
_ ‘way of cenfure in diftipline, which they had in readineffe;when the 
obedience of the Church is fulfilled in difcerning and approving the 
Equitte of the Genfure, which the Apoftles or Elders have declared 
to them from theWord, 5 ea rch 
-  This:power or priviledge of the. Ghurch in dealing in this fore 
- With adcandalous offender, may not be limited only-toa private bro- 
ther offending but may reach alfo to an offenfive Elder, For(as hath 
beemtouched already: ) ic is plaine thar the Brethren ofthe Cireum= 


cifion, fuppofing Perer to have given‘an offence-in eating with men: 


uneircumeifed,they open!y-expoftulated with him about his offence: 
andhe ftood ‘not with themupon termes of his Apoft!ethip, much 
leffof his Elderthip, but willingly fubmitted \imflfe to give fatise 
faction tothemall, Ad.11.2.t018; And Pax? wriceth to the Church 
ef Coloffe,to deale with Archippus warning him tofeeto the fulfill ing 
of his Miniftery, Col, 4. 17. And very pregnantis his direction to the 


Galstians for their proceeding to the utmoft with their corrupt and 
{candalous falfe Teachers. I would({aithhe) they: were even cut off” 


that trouble you ; ,And that upon this very ground of their -tébertie, 
Gal §12,13. ‘ashath been opened above inC hap. 2. 
But whether the Church hath power og libertie for proceeding. 


to the utmoftcenfure of their whole Presbytery, is a Queftion of 


more difficultie. — 
For 1.It cannot well be conceived that the whole Presbytery 
fhouldibe proceeded‘againft, but that by reafon of their ftrong in- 


fluence into the hearts of many ofthe Brethren,a {trong partieofthe ° 


Brethren will be ready to fide with.them: and in cafeof finding dif- 
fenfion and oppofition, the Church ought’ not to proceed without 

confulting with the Synod.°As when there arofe diffenfion 44 ie 
j | Church 
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% Church at Antioch, and SIDING, ( or asthe word is sdots) they font) | 
upto the Apoftles and Elders at Fermfalem, who in way of Synod de~ — 
termined the bufineffe, Af#.15.2.to 23.A precedent and patterneof 


due Church proceedings in cafeofdilfenfion, when fome take with 
one fide, fome withanother, But of that more hereafter, watt 


2. Excommunicatioa is one of the pigheff atts of Rule in the» 
Church, and therefore cannot be performed but by fome Rulers. © 
‘Now whereall the Elders are culpable, there be no Rulers left in » 


that Church to-cenfure them. As therefore the Presbytery. cannot 


excommunicate the whole Church,(though Apoftate)for they muft : 
tell the Church, andjoyne with the Church inthat Cenfure : fo nei- - 


ther can the Church excommunicate the whole Presbytery,becaufe 
they have not received from Chrift an office of rule , without their 
Officers.. © - rie | 


all 


If it be faid, the twentie-foure Elders ( who reprefent the private 
-- gnembers of the Church, as the fowre living Creatures doe the foure 


Officers) had all of them Crowns upon their heads , and fate upon 


thrones (Rev. 4» 4.) whichare fignes of regall anthoritie: The an-: 
{weris, Thecrownsand'thrones argue them tobe Xizgs,no more. 
then their white rayments argue them to be Preefts, ver. 4. but nei=. 
ther Priefts nor Kings by office, but by libertie.to performe like fpi- 


rituall duties by grace, which the other doe by grace and office: As 


_Priefts they offer up (piricuall facrifices:andas Kings they rule their 


jufts, paffions, themfelves, and their families, yea, the world and 


Churchalf aftera fore: the world,by improving it to fpirituall ad _ 
~ yantagesand the Church,by appointing their own Officers,and like- 


wife in cenfuring their offeuders,not onely by their officers, (which 
is as muchas Kings are wontto doe.) butalfo by their own royallaf- 
fent, which Kings are not wont to doe, but onély in the execution 


of Nobles. at ewer Grae s : sgn 
But nevertheleffe, though the Church want authoritie toexcom-) 


muuicate their Presbytery, yet they want not libertieto withdraw 
from them For fo Paul inftru&teth and befeecheth the Church of 


Rome ( whom the holy Ghoft forefaw would moft ftand inneed of . 


this counfell )to makeufe of this liberties I be/eech you ( faith he } 


mark fuch as caufe diviffons and offences, comtrary tothe DOCT RINE’ 
you bave received, % euKAlvaTe aw uray, WITHDRAW from them, 
So then, by the agitation of this objection, there appeare two li< 

’ berties ofthe Church more to.be added to the former. ~ othes 
Oncis this ¢ whichis the fifth libertie in members) the Choreb: 

: one hath. 


gu sized the power thereof. | 1: 
hath libertie in-café. of diffenfion among{t themielves to :refort toa 
Synod, Act 5: :15,2..Where alfoic appeareth:the Brethren enjay= 
ed this libertie,to:difpute their doubrs till they were fatisfied; ver. i 
12. to joyne with the Apoftles and Elders inthe definitive {entence, 
and in the promulgation ofthe{ame, ver, 22323.. citi 
oy) the fixr-Libertiec,of che Church is; Towithdraw from the com= 
munion ofthofé, whom they want authoritie,to.ex¢ommunicare, 
_ Forasthey fet up the Presbytery, by, profefling their fubje&tion to 
them in the Lord: fo they avoyd them by profefled withdrawing 
their.fubjetion from them according ta God, 
A feventh and lat libertic of the Church, is, Libertie ofeommu- 
“nion with other Churches... Communion we fay : foritis a great Li- 
bernie, that no particular Church. ftandeth in fubjetion to another 
Particular Church, no,not to a Cathedrall, Church ; but thatall the 
Churches enjoy mutuall brotherly communion amoneft themfelves ¢ 
which communion is mutually exercifed among{t them feven waiés, 
which for brevitie and. memory fake, wefumme up in feven words, 
4.By way.of Participation.2. Of Recommendation, 3, OF Confulta- 
tion, 4, Of Congregation into a Synod. 5, Of Contribution. 6. OF 
Admonition.,7.. Of Propagation or Multiplication. of Churches, 
1. By way of Participation, the members of one Church, occa» 
fionally comming to another Church,,where the Lords Suppercom- 
meth to be adminiftred, are willin glyadmitted to partake with them 
at the Lords Supper, in cafe that neither themfelves, nor the Chur- 
ches from whence they came,, doe lie under any publique offénce. 
For wee receive the Lords Supper,notonely as.a Seale of our com- 


munion. with the,Lord Jefus, and-with his members in our owhe 
Church, but alfo in all the Churches of the Saints. | 

2, By way of R ecommendation;Lettersare fent from one Church 
to anpther, recommending to their. watchfulnéfle and. communi- 


on, any of their; members, -who by occafion' of bulinefle, aré‘for a 
time to refide amonglt thenty As Paul fent.Letcers of Recommen- 
dation. to she Church of Rome, inthe behalfe of Rhabe, a Deaconefle 
of the Church at Cenchrea, ’ Rom.:1 6.1524 And of thefe kind of Fin: 
ters |he peakethtocheGhurchof Corinth allo, though nor as need- 
full to. himéelfe, (who was-well, knownjto,them ) yev'tor’ others, 


2 J VWs a 4 ; ° 3 : : 
Butitamemberofone Church:have jut occafion to remove him- 


felfe, and bis family,.to,take up bis fetled habitation) injanother 


Church, thenthe Letters. written. by the Church. injhis bel alfe,; doe 
ult oe | D recom- 


we ee 


~ 
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~ yecommend him to theirperpetuall watchfulneffe and communion, 

_ Andif che other church haveino ‘jut caufe'to refufe him, they of | 
his own church do by thofe letters wholly difmiffe him from them- 
-— felves whereupon the letters (for diftin&ion fake) arecalled ler. 
ters of difmiffion; which indeed do not differ from the other, but 
in the durance of the recommendation, the one recommending him 

fora time, the other for ever. jie HEOUN SA: Site 


3. By way of confultation,one Church hath liberty of-communi- 
cating with another to require their judgement and connfell,touch- 
“ing any perfons or caufe, wherewith they may be better acquainted — 
then themfelves. Thus the Church of -4ntioch by their meflengers 
confulted with the Church at Jer#/alem, touching the neceffity of 
circumcifion, e4é.15. 3, although the confultation brought ferth 
a further effe& of commiunion with Churches; to wit, their Con- 
gregation intoa Synod-'- Which is the fourth way of communion of 
Churches: All of the Churches have the like'liberty offending their 
meffengers to debate'and'deterinine in'a Synod, fiich mattersasdo 


-concernthemalls Asthe Church of Aatioch fent meflengersto Fe= “| 


rafalem for refolution and: fatisfa&tion in a doubt that troubled 
them? the like liberty by proportion might any other-Church have 
taken; yea, many Churches together ; yea, all che Churches m the | 
world, inany ca(e that ‘might concern themall.: What authority 
thefe Synods have received, and may"put forth, will cometobe | 
comiderdd'in'the fequebey os ie ee es dea 
. Afifthhway ef communion of Churthes is, the liberty of giving 
and receiving mutital lfipplies and fitecOurs one’ from another, 
The Church of Ferafalém ‘commiinicsted to thé Churches of the 
Gentiles, their {piritiall treafures of giftsof Grace sand the Chur- 
ches of the Gentiles miniftred back‘again to them, libérall obltions 
of outward beneficehce,) Rimi 15.6 26,272 AGA 29; 30. When 
the @hurch of Antivehaboundérh withanore'variety of fpirituall 
gifted men then the ftaté of their own Church {toad in need of; they 
fatted-and prayed';\as for other ends, fo for the inlargement of 
_ Chrifts Kingdome inthe improvement ofthem, And'the Holy 
Ghoft opened thema doré for the fiiecour of many cauntries about 
them, by the fending forth of fome of them, AGl13.1,2,3. 0 * 
A fixth way of communion of Churches isby way of mutual! ad= 
_ monition, when 4 publike offence is found amongtt any of them:For 
as Pawlhad liberty to admonith ‘Peter beforethe whole Church at 
Antioch, when hee faw him walke not with a right foot Sy yet 
a * : aul 


_» ¢and thepower thereof. 19 
Paul hadno authority over Peter, but onely both ofthem had cquall 
mutuall intereft onein another) Gal; 2,11.to 14, So by the fame 
proportion, one Church hath liberty to admonifh another, though 
they beboth of them of equall authority ; feeing one Church hath 

- asmuch intereft in another,as.ene Apofilein another. Andoifby the 
royall law ef love, one Brother hath liberty to admenith higbro- 
ther in the fame Church, (at. 18.1516.) then by the fame nile 
of brotherly loveand mutuallwatchfulnefs one Church hath power 
toadmonifh another,in faithfulneffe to the Lord,.and unto them. 
The Church in the Canticle took care not only for her own mem- 
bers, but for her little-fifter, which the thought had no breaft; yea,and 
confulteth with other churches whattodo for her, Cavt.§.8.-And 

~ qwould-thenot then have taken like care; in cafe*their little fitter 


having breafts,hér breafts had been diftempered, and given corrupt 


. matter in ftead of milke?- | oo: 


(o 


A feventh way of communion of churches maybe by way-of pro=_ 


- pagation and-multiplication of churches : As when a particular 
Church of Chrift thall grow. fo full of members, as.all of them 
cannot heare the voyce of their Minifters; then as an Hive full,of 
Bees fwarmeth forth;; {o-is the church occafioned.to fend forth a 
fuficient number, of, hers members, fit to.enter irito-a church-fate, 
and tocarrry along church-work amongft themfelves. And for that 
énd they either fend forth fomeone or other of their Elders with 

~ them; or dire& them.where to procure {uch to come unto them; 
The like courfeiis. wont-to.be caken, when fandry Ghriftians com- 


ing over, frdm: one’ countfey> to: anothers fiich; as:are come: over 


firft, and. are'themfelves full of\company, dire& thofe that come 
after them, and affift them in‘lke fort, in the combination of 
themfelves into Church order,according to the rule of the Gofpel, 


Though: the Apoftles be dead; wholeofficeit was toplatit & gather of 


and: multiply Churchessyet the work is not dead;but the fame power 
of the ‘keyes is left: withthe Churches in common, ‘and with each 
particularchurch for her part,.according to their meafure, to pro- 
pagate and inlarge the kingdome of Chrift(as God fhall giveop- 
partinity ) throughoitt all generations.) “9 99 | 
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the libertie ofany Iftaelite to prophefie in the holy Afemblies, but 
alledgeth. onely his extraordivarie calling , 40s 7.14, 15, It ap- 
pearech alfo: that the fous of the:Prophets,thac is, men fet apart, 
_ and-trained up to prepare) forthat calling, were allowed the like 
libertie, eam I O1GO.7 STA Slo son FAS 3h vei 
. Anfw.2. Bat neither the fons of the Prophets, nor the Prophets 
themfelves, were wentto offer facrifices in Irael, ( except Samuel 
and Eliah by {peciall direction) nordid the extraordinarie Prophets 
- in Corinthtake upon them toadminifter Sacraments,» - | 7 
» Ifany reply; Thatif the Prophets:inthe Church at’ Corinth hack 
been endued with extraordinarie gifts of prophefie, they: had noc 
been filjet to the judgement of the Prophets, which thefe are direct- 
edro be. r Cor.14, 22. | rs ; 
Auf. Ic followeth not. For the peopleofGod were to examine 


all prophefies, 4y-the Law and:teftimonje j;and. not to receivethem 


butaccording tothat rule. P/al.8.30, Yea,and Paul himfelf refer- 
reth ‘all his DoGrine 40 te: Law. and Prophets. AG. 26,22. And. the 
Bereans are.commended for examining: Pauls do&trine according 
to the Scriptures; 4d. 47.11, 125. iv 


-| 2, Anfecond act of Authoritie common to: the Elders, is, . they: 


have power, as anyweighty. occafion: fhall: require, to cll the 
Charch together, as the Apoftler called the Church together for 
the election of Deacons, Ad, 6.2,-Andinlike fort are the Priefts of 
the old. Teftament ftirred up to call. a\felemne Affembly , to gather 
the Elders, and all.the inhabitants of the-land, to fandiifie 2 Faft.: 
Foel 1135 U4 Beaty Sc Hoyer Ce | 

3. Icisan.a& of their power, to examine, if Apoftles, then any 
others ( whether officers or members ) before they be received of 
the Church, Rev..2.2.°" 4 | 

A fourth a& of their rule is, the Ordination of officers (whom the 
people have; chofen ) whether Elders or Deacons. 1 Timl4.14, 
ect: 6, 63 : Ant LO ; i Ey 

g§« Iriscan ac of the key of Ax thoritie , that the Elders oper the 
doores.of fpeech and filence inthe Affembly. They. were the Rulers 
of the Synagogue, who,fent to Paul} and. Barnabas to. open their 
mouthes in ‘a. word of exhortation, AG.13:15). and itis the fame 


power which calleth men to {peak,to put men to filence when they — 


fpeak amiffe.. And yetwhen the Elders them({elves do lie under of- 
fence, or under fufpition of it, the Brethren have liberty to require 
fatisfa&tion, in a modeft manner, concerning any publick. breach of 

- tule,ashath been mentioned above out of A#.11.2,3,%c. 6. 
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6, Itbelongeth tothe Elders toprepare matters before band, which 
are to. be tranfaéted by themfelves’, or! others in the face of the 


complaints before the Congregation. 
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ee 
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Congregation, as the Apeffis and Elders being met at the houfe 
of Iames, gave direction to Paul, how to carry himfelf, that he — 

might prevent the offence ofthe Church, whenthe fhould appear —- 
before them, 4é#.21,.18. Hence when the offence of a brotheris(ac- _ 

cording tothe rule in AZsth, 18.17, }to be brought to the Charch, 
they are beforehand to confider and enquire whether the offence be 
really given or no, whether duely proved, and orderly proceeded 


-inby the Brethren, according 'to rule, and not duly fatistied by the — ) 
offender : left themfelves and the Church, be openly cumbred with 


unneceflary and tedious agitations : but thac all things tranfaéted. 


‘before the Church, be carried along with moft expedition and beft 


edification. :In which refpe& they have power to reje& cauflefle’ 
and diforderly complaints, as well as to propound and handle juft 


“a. Inthe handling of an offence'before the Church, thé Elders 
haveauthoritie both Jus dicere, and Sententiam ferre; When the of 
fence appeareth truly fcandalous ; the Elders have power from God 


to informe the Church, what the Law (or Rale and will) of Chrift is 
_ for the cenfure of fuch an offence: And whenthe Chareh difcerns 
- the fame, andhathno juft exception againft'ity but condefcendeth 


thereto, it is a further a& ofthe Elders power’, to give fentence a- 
gainft the offender, Both thefe acts of powerin the Miniftets of the 
Gofpel, are foretold by Exekeel; Chap. 44. 23, 24. They-foalb reach 
my peep: the difference between holy and prophane, andcanfé them to dif- 
cerne between the uncleane and the cleane. And in controverfie they-foall 
Gand in judgement,and they fhalljudge it according to my judgement, @c. 
8, The Elders have power to di/miffe *". , durch, with a bleffing 
in the name of the Lord, N-4'4)23. to 26) Hebi 7.7208 
9. The Elaershave recéi ed power, tocherac any of the people int 
private, thatnone of themlive either iordinately without a calling, 
or idlely in their’calling 5 or feadaloufly in any fort; 2 The. 3. 6. 
& ver. 8, vo, 11, 12. The Apoftles command arguech'a power in 
the Elders, to charge thefe duties upon the peuple effectually. 
ro. What power belergeth ro the Elders in a Syod, is more fit 


ny 


» Iytobefpokentoin'the' Chapter of Synods. 


tr. Incafe the Ghurch fhould fall away to blafphemy gaint 
Chrift, and obftinate'rejeCion and perfecution of the way'ofgrace, 
and either noSynod tobe hoped for, or no hel pe by a Syriod, pees Bl- 


_— 


ed “C0 «a 3 vs 6 wy 


2 Cor, 4, $5. - | it 7 
Anfw, The Elders to be both fervants and Rulers of the Charch, fe 
may both of them {tand well together. For rheir mle is not lordly, 4 
_ asifthey ruled of themfelves, or for themfelves, but ftewirdly and . 
minifteriall, asruling the Ghurchfrom Chrift, and alfofrom their it 
-callsand withall, ruling the Church for Chrift ; andfor the Church, ¢ 
even for their {pirituall everlafting good. A Queene may call her iS 


fervants, her mariners, to pilot andconduct her over the Seato fuch 
an Maven: yet they being called by her to fuch an office, thee mutt 
not rule them in fteering their courfe, but muft fubmit her felfe to a 
. beruledby them, tillthey havebrought her to her delired Haven. @ 
So is the cafe between the Church and her Elders. Ripe a ‘é 


dee cas G nar. VA (head ok ie 
Of the Power and Authoritie given to Synods. iy 
Se wee acknowledge, being rightly ordered,as an Ordinance ég is 
D of Chrit. Of their Affembly wee-find three juft caufés in Scrip? 


ture: 1. Whema Church‘wanting light 6rpéace at home, defirech 
thecoun(ell and helpe: of other Churches, few or mos, Thus the 
Church of Antioch being annoyed with corrupt teachers, who dark- oo 
ned the light of the'truch,arid bred riofriiall diffenfion aniongft them | if 
inthe Churcli; they (ent Paul anid B rnabas and other meffengers uns 3 
to the Apuftles-and Elders at Hierufalem, for the eftablithment of a 
Truch and Peace. In joyning the Elders to the Apoftles (and that i 
doubrleffe by the advife of P z#/and %arnabas ) it argueth that they 
fentnotto the Apofties as extraordinary and infallible, and anthen- : 
ticall Oraclesof God, (for chen, whatneed theadvife and hel pe of 
Elders? *) but as wifeand Holy guides of the Church, who might not is 
onely relieve hem bv fome wife counfell, an 1 holy order, but alfo | & 
féra Precedent to fucceedingages, how errcurs and diffenfions in 
Churches might be removed and healed. And the courfe which the’ 


Apofiles 
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24 > Ofthe Keysof the Kingdom of Heaven, 
Apoftles and Elders.tooke farclearing the matter; was ‘riot by pub=_ 
dithing thecoun fell of God with Apoftolick'authoritie, fromim Mea 

diate revelation, but by fearching outthetruth in an ordinary way 

~ of free difputation, eaét.+5.u, 7. which. isi as fit a cout(e-for imi- 

tationin after ages, asit was feafonablefor praftice then, -. 
«24 Jult confequence from Scripture giveth us-anothicr ground for 
_ the afiembly of many churches,'or of their meffengers, into'a'Sy- 
nod, when any church lyeth under fcandall, through cerrupti-- 
on in doctrine and practice, and.will not be healed by more private 
advertifements of theirown members, or of their neighbour Mini- 
fters, or Brethren.°For there is:a brotherly communion, as be~ 
-tween the members of the fame church, fo between thé churches. 
We bave a httle fifter faith one church toanother, Cant. 8.8.) there- 
fore chur¢hes have a brotherly communion amongft themfelves. 
Look then-as one brother being offended with another, and not 
‘able to heal. him by the mouth of two: or three brethren private- 
_ dy, it behooveth him to carry it tothe whole ichurch:;' fo by propor- 
tion, if ene church fee matter of offence in another, and be not 
_ ableto heal it in a more private way, it will hehove them to pro- 
_cure the Aflembly of many churches, that the offence may be order- 
_ ly heard, and judged and removed. A al 
3. It may fo fall out, that the fate of all thechurches inthe 
countrey may becorrupted;and beginning to difcern their corrupri-- 
on, may defire the concurfe and counfell of one another, fora {pze- 
dy,and fafe, and generall reformation,; And then-fo meetingand 

_ conferring together, may renew their covenant with'God, andcon- 

clude and determine upon a courfe, that may tend.co the publike 
~ healing, and falvation of themalJ. This was a frequent pra@ticein 
the old Teftament, inthe time of 4/4, 2 Crou.15. to. to.15. inthe 

time. of Heze kisah, 2 Chrou.29. 4. to 19. In-the time of Foftab; 
2. ( 0r0n-3 4.29, to 33,,and inthe time of Fera,Ezra. 10. 1,.-to' §.) Thete 

-and.thelike examples were nor peculiar.to the 2/raelites, as one! in- 
tire, ational charch :. For in that ref{pe they appealed from every 

. Synagogue and Court ind ffacl;to the aattimall bigh Prieft, and Court 
at, Jernjalem, as being all of them fubordinate thereunto (and there 
fore that precedent is ufually waved by.our belk:Divines, asnot aps 
plisblero Chriftian churches:,) but thefe éxamples:hold (forth iia’ 

fuperiority inone church or court over asother;bucall oftheminam 

-€quall manner, \give advicein common,and.take one common.courfe 

forredrefie of al], And therefore fuch examples are fit precedents 
| | for 


a Mee 
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for churches of equall power within themfelves, toaffemble toge- 
gether, and take order with one accord, for the reformation of 


Nowa Synod being affembled ; three queftions arifé about theis — 


power: 1. What is that power they have received? 2. How far the 
fraternity concurreth with the Presbyterie in it; the brotherhood 
with the Elderfhip? 3. Whether the power they have recieved 
reacheth to the injoyning of things, both in their nature, and in 
their) ufe indifferent? ae: 

‘For the firft; we dare not fay that their power reacheth no farther 
then giving counfell’: for fuch as their ends be,for which according 
to God, they do affemble, fuch is the power given them of God, as 


' may attain thofe ends. As they meet tominifter light and peaceto _ 


fuch churches, as through want of light and peace lye in error (or 
doubt at leaft_) and variance ; fo they have power by the grace of 
Chrift, not only to give light and counfell in matter of Truth and 
Practice; but alfo to commandand enjoyn the things to be believed 


and done. The expreffe words of the Synodall letter imply no leffe ; 


tt feemed good to the Ably Ghoft,, ana unto BS, tolay “pon you RO otber 


burthen, A&. 15.27. This burchen therefore,to obferve thofe necef= © 


fary things which they {peak of, they had powerto impofe. It is 
an act of the binding power of the keys, to bind burthens, And this 
binding power arifeth not only meatersady from the weight of the mate 
ters impofed,(which are neceflary neceffitate precepti from the word) 
but alfo formally, fromthe authority of the Synod, which beingan 
Ordinance of Chrift, bindeth the more for the Synods fake. Asa 
truth of the Gofpel taught by a Minifter ofthe Gofpel, it bindeth 
to faith and obedience,not only becaufe itis Gofpel,but alfobecaufe 
icis taught by a Minifter for his callings fake,feeing Chrift hath faid, 
who farecesveth youreceiveth me, And fecing alfoa Synod fometime 
meeteth to convince, and admonif an offending church or Presby- 
terie; they have powertherefore, (if they cannot heal the offenders) 
to determine to withdraw communion from them, And further, fecing 
they meet likewife fometimes for gencrall reformation; they have 
power to decree and publifh fuch Ordinances, as may conduce ac- 
cording to God, unto fuch reformation : Examples whereof wee 
read, Neb, 10. 32. to 39. 2 Chron.15.13, 13. 

For the fecond queftion ; How far the Fraternity, or the Bret! ren 
of the‘ehurch, may conc#rre with the Elders in exercifing the power 
of the Synod ? sees 

E The 
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_ The Anfwer is; The power which they have received,isa power 
of liberty: As. 1. They haveliberty to difpate their doubts modeftly 
and Chriftanly amongftthe E/ders: For inthat Synod at Ferufalens, 
as there was much dihutation, 4ét.15.74 {0 the multitudehadaparr > 
: in the, Dippuration, v.12. Kor after Peters {peech, it is faid, the 
«whole mulsiznde kept filence, and, fence fromwhat?. to wit, from 
ir the {pecch laft in hand amongft them, and that was, from Difpae 
tation, 2. The Brethren of the.church had liberty. to joyn with the 

eA poftles and Elders, in approving of the fentence. of Fumes, and dee 
_ termining the fame as the common fentence. of them all. 3. They 

had liberty to joyn with the cApoftdes and Elders in. choofing and 

Sending meffengers ,and in writing Synodzh: Lettersin.the names of 

all, for the publifhing of the fenzence. of the Synod. Both thefe 
1 @ points are expreffed inthe Text, v.22.23,t0 29. Then pleated iz 
| thel Apoftles and Elders, with the whole C lurch, to fend chofen men, and 
. to wrste Letters by. them... See the whole church diftinguifhed from 
the Apoftles and Elders; and thofe whom he called the whole Church, 
v.22. he callech zhe Bre:hren, v.23. The Apoftles, and Elders, and 
Bretbren, &c, . 


Bur though it may, not be denyed,that the Brethrenofthe.church 
prefenc inthe Synod, hadall this power of liberty, to,joyn with the 
- Apoftlesand Eldersin all thefe acts.ofthe Synod. yee the-authority of 
— . the Deerees lay chiefly (if notonly)in the Apaftles and.&lders, And 
therefore it is faid, 4%. 16. 4...Tbat Paul and Silas deliveredtothe _~ 
Cherehes far to keep the Deerees that. were ordained of the Apoltles and | 
Elders: Sothen it will be moft fafe, to.preferve to the Church of 
Brethren their dus liberties, and-to referve to the. Elders their due 


- authority, | 5 , ee 
Ifitbefaid, The €/ders aflembledin a Synod, haveno authority 
aye to determine or conclude any a& chatfhall binde che Churches,but 
according to the inftruCtions which before they have received from 

the Churches, } ey | 


’ 


Anfw. Wee do not fo apprehead-its. For what need Churches. 
fend to aSynod for light and direction in ways.of truth and peace, if 
they be refolved afore-hand how far they will go? Itistrue,if the 

_ Elders of Churches fhall conclude ina Synod. any.thing prejus 
judiciall to the truth and peaceof the Gofpel, they may juftly exe 


pofiulete with chem at their return, and.refafefach Gn@ionsas the : 
Lord hath not fancited. But if the Eldys-begathered inthe name 4 
of Chrift ina Synod, and proceed according to the rule.(the word) P 


Or 
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er Chrift, they may confider and conclude fandry points expedient 
for the eftate of their Churches, which the Churches were cither 
ignorant or doubtfull of before. ny nit 
~ As for the third Queftion, whether the Synod have power toin- 
joynfuch.things as are both in theirnature and their ufe indifferent ? 
We fhouldaniwer it negatively, and our reafons be: Pea 
1s Fromithe pattern of that precedent of Synods, e44.15. 18, 
They Jaid upon the Churches no other barihen, but thofe neceffary ia 
things ; neceflary,though notall ofthem in their own nature,yet for ; tA 
. 


prefent ule, to avoid the offence both of fiwand Centile: of the Pew, 
by. eating: things. ftrangled andblood; of the Gentile and Few both, by | 
eating things facrificed to Idols, as Pawlexpoundeth that Artick of the Le 
Synod, 1 (or. 8. Lo, 14,1 .and Chap. 10,28. This eating with of- i 
fence was #murther of a weak brothers foule,and afin againft Chrift, i | 
~ pGor8.i1,12. and therefore xece ffary to be forborn , neceffiiate Be 
precepti, by the neceflity of GodsCommandement. — WE Cie eae 
2 A fecond reafon may be fromthe latitude of the Apoftolicall - | 
comm fftony which was given tothem, (Mati 28. 19, 20. where thé . Ik 
_ Apofties are commanded to. teach the people to obferve all things which 
Chrift bad commanded. If then the Apoftles teach the people to ob- 
ferve more: then. Chrift hath commandedy they go beyond the | 
bounds of their commiffion,anda larger comm'iffion then that given 2 
- tothe Apoltles,nor Elders,nor Synods,nor churches can challenge, 
» Ifi¢ be faid, Chrift fpeaketh only of teaching fuch things which 
hehad commanded, as neceffary to falvation. + i 
Anfw, If the Apoftles ot their facceffors fhould hereupon ufurpé 
an authority to teach the people things indifferent, they muft plead 
this their authority from fome other commiffion given them el {ea 
where: for in this place there isno foot-ftep for any {ach power, 
That muchurged and much abufed place in 1 Cor, 14. 40. will not 
reaciits For thongh Paul requiring in that place, all the duties of 
_ Gods worfhip, whether Prayer or Prophefying , or Pfalmes, of 
- Tongues,&c. that they fhould be performed decently and orderly, he 
’ thereby forbiddeth any performance thereof undecently ; as for men 
with ‘long hayre,and women to {peak in opén affemblies, efpecially 
to pray with their hair loofé about them, And though he forbiddeth 
alfo men (Peaking two or three at once, which to do, were not order, but 
confufion; yet hedoth not atall,neither himfelfinjoyn,nor allow the 
Church of Corinth to injoyn fuch things as decent, whofe want, or 
whofe contraryis not undecent; nor fuch ofders, whofe wantor 
Sf E.2 cone 
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28 Of the Keys of the Kingdomlof Heaven, 
contrary would be no diforder. Suppofe the Church of Corinth, (or 
any other Church or Synod ) fhould enjoyn their Minifters to 
reach ina gown. A gownis a decent garment to preach in: yet 
Bich an Injunction is not grounded upon that Text of the Apoftle, 
For then a Minifter inneg!e&ting to preach in agown fhould neg-. 
le& the commandment of the Apoftie, which yet indeed he doth 
not. For ifhe preach in a cloak, he preacheth decently enough, 
and that is all which the Apoftles Canon reacheth to.Inthefe things 
~ Chrift never provided for zzformitie,but onely for sity. 
For a third reafon ‘of this point, ( and to adde nomore ) it 
is taken fromthe nature of the minifteriall office. whether in a 
Church or Synod. Their officeis fterardly, not lordly : they are Em= 
ba(ladours from Chrift, and for Chrift.. Of a Steward it is required 
he be found faithful, 1 Cor. 4.1,2. and therefore he may ditpenfe 
no more injunctions to Gods ‘houfe, then -Chrift hath appointed 
him : Neither may an Embaffadour procced to do any a& of his of-: 
~ fice, further then whac he hathreceived in his Commiffion from his 
Prince. Ifhe go further, he maketh himielf'a Prevaricator, notan 
Embaffadour, < Saket Bie ea 
But ifit beenquired, Whether @ Synod bath power of Ordination and 
Excommunicition; we would not take upon us haftily to cenfure the 
many notable precedents of ancient and later Synods, who have" 
"put forth acts of power in both thefe kinds., Onely we doubt that 
from the beginning it was not fo: and tor our own parts, if any occa- - 
fion of ufing this power fhould arife amongft our felves ( which hi- 
therto through preventing mercie it hath not)we( ina Synod) 
fhould rather chufe to dete’ msine, and to publifpand declare our deter-_ 
mination. Thatthe ordination of fuch as we find fit for it, and the 
excommunication of fach as wefind do deferve it, would be an ac- 
ceptable fervice boih to the Lord, and to his Churches: but the 
adminifiration of both thefe afts wefhould refer to the Presbytery 
of the feverall Eburches, whereto the perfon tobe ordained is called, 
and whereof the perfon to be excommunicateis a member: and 
. bothakts to be performed in the prefence, and with che confent of 
the feverall Churches, to whom the matter appertaineth. Forinthe 
beginning of the Gofpel in that precedent of Synods, A@.15. we 
~ find. the falfé reachers declared to be difturbers and trowblers of the 
Churcher, and fubverters of their fouls, A&. 45-24. butno condigne 
eenfure difpenfedagainft them by the Synod. An evident argument 
tous, that they left thecenfure of fach offenders (incafe they ia 
| ms ; pentect 
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pented not) tothe particular Churches, to whom they did apper~ 
tain, And for Synodicall ordination, although 4; 1. bealled ged, 

~ where Matthias was called to be an Apoftle,yet it.doth not appear 
that they aéted then in a Synodicall way: no more then the Church 

of Antioch did, when with fafting and prayer they by their Presbyters iE 

- gmpofed bands on P.ul and Barnabas,and thereby separated them. to fe 
she work of the Apoftlefhip, wheretothe holy Ghoft bad called thems, a: 


A&. 13.1, 2, 3. Whence as the holy Ghoft then faid, Apepioare J ues 


 ghy reBapvaCar x) soy Savaow: fo thereupon Pax/ftyleth himfelf AvtsonaG@ ie 
~  Zempiontv@-. Rom. 1,1, And this was done ina particular Church, "4 
notinaSynod, = | LAI: a a 
| Cuap. VII. | ; | A 
T ouching tbe fir ft Subjett of all the forementioned: power of the Keyes. Ard 4 
aw explanation of Independency. = > 


5 F Hat chat Charchis, which is the firft Subject of the power 
of the keyes,and whether this Church have an independent 
ower in the exercife therecf, though they be made twe diftin& 
Queltions,yet(ifandidely interpreted )they are but one. For what~ 
foever is the firft Subje& of any accident or adjunct, the fame is inde- 
pendent in the enjoyment ofit, that is,in refpect ofderivingitfrom = —- .)) 
any other fabject likeit (elf. As if fire be the firft fisbjeé of heat,then 
it dependeth upon no other fubje& for heat. Now in the firft fubje& 
of any power,three things concur, 1, It firft receiveth that power 
whereofit isthe firft fubje&,and that reciprocally. 2. Ie firft ad- | 
deth and putteth forth the exercife of that power. 3. It firft com- he) 
muricateth that power to others. As we {ce in Fire, which is the 
firft {abject of heat: it firft receiveth heat, and that reciprocally. Al! L >) 
fire is hot, and whatfoever is hot is fire, or hath fire in ir.Again,Fire se 
firft putteth forth heat it felf, and alfo firft communicateth heat, to 
whatfoever things elfe are hot. To come then to the firft fubiect of 
Church-power, orof the power of the keyes. The fubftance of che 
do@rine thereof, may be conceived and declared in a few Propofi« 
tions. Church-power is either fupream and foveraigz, or fubordi- 
mate and minifteriall. Touching the former, take this propofition, 
The Lord Jefus Chrift,che besd of his Church,is the rgorey Asxmxds, 
the firft proper fubic& of the foveraigne power of the keyes, He 
bath tbe key of David: He openeth, and no mar foutseth, He forttceh, and 


AO. 


id 


/ 


ofthe Keysof the Kingdom of Heaven, — 
no man openeth, Revel. 3. 7. Tbe government is upon his fhoulder, Ua. 9. 


6. And himfelf deelareth.the fame to his Apoftles, as the ground of 


Ibis granting to them Apoftolicall power, A// power ( faith he) is pia 
vento mein heaven and earth; Matth. 28.18, Goyetbercfore,oc. 

‘ Hence I. All legi lative pewer C pet of makin g of L aws ) in 
theChurelvis in him, and not from himderivedco any other. Fam, 


4.12. //@. 33.22. The power derived to others, isonely to publith 


and execute his Laws and Ordinances, and to fee them obferved, 


Mat.28,20.His Laws are perfect, Pfal.19. 9.and do npake the man of 3 


‘God perfect to every good work, 2 Tim.3. 17.and need no addition, . 


2. From his foveraign power it proceedeth, that he onely can 


erect and ordain a true conftitution of a Church-eftate, Hebr. 3. 2.to 


6. He bwildeth bis own bone, and {etteth the pattern of it,as God 


gave to David the pattern of Solomons Temple, 1 Chron, 28.19, _ 
None hath power to ere& any. other Church.frame ,. then as this 


Matter-builder hath left usa pattern thereof in the Gofpel. In the 
old Teftament the Church fet up by him was National, in the New, 


_Congregatsonall, yet {oasthatin fandrie cafes itis ordered by him, 


many congregations or their meflengers, may be aflembled into 


_ aSynod, 4é.rs, 


: NOM LETITIA SHWRS OH? aes eee 
3. Itisfromthe fame foveraigne power, that all the offices, or 


minifteries in the Churchare ordained by him, 1 Cor, 12,5. yca and 
allthe members are fet in the body by. bim, together with all the power 
belonging to their offices and places: asin thenatarall body, foin 
the Ghurch. BCor c2:8 Senders Bahia wae eR Ren ae 

_ 4. From thisfoveraigne power in likedort it is, that all gifts te 
difcharge any office, by the officers, or any duty bythe members, 


are from him, 1 Cor, 42.21; All treafures of wifdome, and know= 


ledge, and grace, and the fulneffe thereof are in. him for that end, 
€ol,2.2. and v. 9,14 0}. Feb.1.% 6. Sica ee hs eee i Ser eg hetr 
5. From this foveraigne power itis,thatall the {pirituall power, 


_, andefficacie, and blefling, in the adminiftration of thefe gifts in 


thefe offices and places, for the gathering, and edifying, and. per- 
fecting of all the Churches, and of all che. Saints in them. is from 


him, Ast,28.20, Lo 1 am with you almayes,&c.Col.1.291% COr15<D> | 


The good pleafure of the Father, the perfonall union of the hu- 
mane nature with the erernall Son of God His purchafe of his. 
Church with his own.blood, and His deep humiliation of himflf 
unto the death ofthe Crofle, have allof them obtained to hint this 
his higheftexaltation, tobe.beed over all thin gs unto the Church, and to 

| “2 injoy 


~ 


<tateelt 
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injoy as king thereof this foveraign power, Col.1.1 
Ad, 2028. Phil,2.8,tor1, | ‘ 
But of this foveraigne power of Chrift, there 


mong ft Proteftants,efpecially ftudious of Re 
cerning the Adszifters:# power, 


9.Coha, 2,9,10. 


is no queftion a- 


formation. Now as con= 
we give thefe following Propofitions, 


| L Prop i. A particular Church or € ongregation of Saints, pr of effing 
the faith, TAKEN INDEFINITELY FOR ANY ‘CHVRCH (one as weil 4s 


another) # the Gr ff fubject of 
imall gifts and power, whi 


amongit them 5 whether inbe Paul, or Apollo’, 


(fpeaking to the Churcho 


all the Charch-offices, w 
ch Chrift hath given 


f Gorsath, Cor. 


priviledge unto then, but common tothem with 
‘cular church; And theirs was fucha Churchyof wh 


they came all together into one place, 


rituall gifts, 1 Goreng 2.3, 
God bath fet the officers, and 


fo. well tranflated [ Some}. God hat 
hath fet all; but {peaking of the me 


And Panlielleththe fame church, that 


ith, all their (piri. 
to be executed 


onCephas, all are yours, 
3022. )not asa peculiar 


any other parti- 
omit is {aids T hae 


for the communication of their {pi- 


Zod. their gifts, and all variety of members, 
and their functions is! hes Church, 1 Cor, 14.28, 


where it is nor 


heft fome inhis church, for hee 
mbers of the charch , 29. he 


proceedech. to) exemplifie thofé members in M28. x3 Sshey Sem § 


Sos ev. 7h cnndnoig, ana mbich God hath 


fet inbis Charchs that is, which 


members, 4poftles, Prophets, ee. Forthough the Relative be noe 


of the fame gender withthe Antecedent bz 


thing with the pen-menof the new: Teftamen ty to 


of the words, and (0 the per 


their name, .and to render the'Relative of the fam 
with the Subftancive iollowing:{o here 
In thenew Teftament, it isnota ne 


fore, yeticis an afuall 


refpect the fenfe 


fon.incended, rather then the ‘gender of 


read of any national! church, nor-of any national] 


themby Chrift.. Incheold Te 
nall church JAl the tribes of J/#2ed were three ti 
peare before the Lord'in Fern/alem, Deut.16.16. 


| e gender andcafe - 
98S pep A’mesdrus, Tlespnras, 8c. - 
w-obfervation that we never 


officers given to 


ftament indeed, we reade of 4 Natio. 
mes ina yeer to ap- 


And he appoin« 


ted them there an high Prieftof the wholena tion, and certain {o- 
lemne facrifices by him to be adminiftred,Lev.16,1 
ther with him other Priefts an 4 Elders, and Judges, 


peals fhould be broughe, 


tran-c@ndent cafes, Dew. 1 
nationall church or high Pri 


‘CO 29, and toges 
to whomall ap- 


aid who fhould judge all difficult and 


7. 8. to 11. bur wee reade of no fuch 
eit,or court imthenew Teftament: And 
yet we willingly grant) that particular churches of equal! power, 


may 


32 . of the K eyes of the Kingdom of Heaven, 
may in fome cafes appointed by Chrift meet together by themfelves,. 


~4andatl che Brethren members of the Synod; yea, and the Synods 
themfelves, andall the power they put forth, they are all of them 
primarily given to the feverall churches of particular Congregati< 


firft obje& about whom they are converfant, and for whofe fake 
they aregatheredand imployed. $8 The 


Ve I L. Propof. TheA poffles of Chrift were the farft fuebjett of eA pofton 
a tical power ; Apoftolicall power ftood chiefly in two things: Firft, 
| ~ | in that each Apoftle had in him all minifteriall power of all the of= 


Paftors, 1 Tim, 2¢1. teach ae Teachers, 1 Tim. 2. 7. rule as Rulers, 
-2Tim.4.1. receive and dsftribute the oblations ‘of the: Clerenes 
Deacons, A&.4.35 «. yeasany one Apoftle or Euangelift carried about 
with him the liberty and power of the whole Church; and devel 

fore might Baptize; yea, and cenfure an offender too, as if he had 

the prefence and concurrence of the whole Church with him. For 


anyChurch, Aé, 8.38. And that Pant himfelf excotnmunicated 
Alexander, 1 Tim.1, 20. and it isnot mentioned that hee took the 
confentof any Church or Presbyterie init. Itis true indeed, where 
he could have the confent and concurfe of the Church and Presbyte- 
rie in exercife of any a&of church-power, he willingly tookic, and 


1 Tims. 4.14.) and inthe excommunication of the inceftuous Co- 
rintléim, 1 Cor.§. 4,5. But when both himfelf and the perfon tobe 
baptized, or ordained, or excommunicated, were abfent and di- 
(tant from all churches, the Apoftles might proceed to put forth 
their power in the adminiftration of any church a& without them, 


me (faith Chrift) to wit, withamplitude and plenitude of foveraigne 
power, fo fend I you (with like amplitude and plenitude of minifte- 
riall power) fob. 20, 21- 


to any one, Their line went ort inte all the world, (Pfal.19.4. compa- 
red with Rem,10.) And asthey received commiffion to preach and 
. ; , _ baptize 


ons, either as the firlt fubject in whom they are refident, or asthe | 


joyned withit, as inthe ordination of Timothy (2 Tim. 3.6. with - 


3, Apoftolicall power extended it elf to all churches,as much as’ 


or by their meffengersin a Synod, and may perform fundry acts of © | 
power there,as hath been fhewed above, But the officers themfelyes, — 


~ 


ficersof the Church. They by vertucof their officemight exberr as 


wereade that Philip baptized the Eunuch without the prefence of | 


The amplitude and plenitude of power, which they received im= - 
mediately from Chrift, would beare them out in it. As my Father fent 


{ 


baptizéinall the world, Adat.28. 19, So they received charge to 
‘feed the fiock of Chrifts Sheep and Lambs (which implyeth alla@s 

» of Paftorall government over all the Sheep and Lambs of Chrift) 
Feb, 246155 16,17. Now this Apoftolicall power, centring all 
church-power into one man, and extending ‘it felf forth to the cir- 
cumference of all churches,as the Apoftles were the firft {ub je& of it, 
fo were they alfo thelaft; Neverthelefle that ampleaud univerfall 
latitude of power, which was conjoyned in them, is now divided 


even by themfelves amongft all the churches, and all the officers of 


othe churches refpectively,the officers of each church attending the 
- charge of the particular church cOmitted to them, by vertue of their 
office, and yet noné of them neglecting the good of other churches, 
fo far as they may be mutually helpfull to one anotherin the Lord. 


1° TEL) Propo’ W hen the church ofa particular congregation walk. 
eth together in the truth and peace, the Brethren of the church are the 
‘firft fubjeCE of chur cb-lsberty, and the Elders thereof of churchaayihoe 
rity; and borb of them together are the firkt fubje& of a church. power 
-needfull to be exercifed within themfelves, whether in the election 
and ordination of officers, or in the cenfure of offenders in their 
own bodys G2 je uteS sav SAC | 
OF this Propofitson there be three Branches :_ x. That the Brethren 
of a particular church of a Congregation, are the firt fubje&ts of 
-church-liberty : 2. That the Elders ofa particular church, are the 
fitft fabje@ts of church-authority :~ 3. That both the Elders and 
Brethren, walking and joyning together in truth and peace, are the 
firft fubjeés of all church-power, needfall to be exercifed in their 
ownbody, > 
Now thatthe key of(church-priviledge or liberty is given to the 
Brethren of the church, and the keyof ruleand authority to the El. 
‘ders ofthe church, hath been declared above, in Chapt. 3. Butthat 
thefe are the firft fubje&ts of thefe keys; and firft the church, the firft 
fubject of liberty, may appeare thus. ) 

From the removall of any former fubje& of this power or liber- 
ty, from whence they might derive it. If the Brethren of the con- 
gregation were not the firft fubject of their church-liberty, then 
they derived it either from their own Elders, or from other 
churches. But they derived it not from their own Elders: for 
they had power and liberty to choofe their own Elders, as hath 
been fhewed above, and theréfore they had this liberty before 

F 


they 


3 and the power thereof. a ; 33 


“| Gh hed 
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they had Elders, and fo could not derive it from them, 


{elves, not one of them fubordinate to another. Wee reade notin 
‘Scripture, that the Church of Corsuth, was fabje& to that of Ephe.. 
fus, nor that of Ephefus to Corinth; no, nor, that of Cexchrea to 
Corinth, though it was achurchficuace in their vicinity, =. + 
i Nor did they derive their liberty froma Synod of churches, For 
we found no foot-ftep in the pattern of Synods, e4é. 15. that the 
Church of e Zuticch borrowed any of their liberties from the Synod 
at Ferufalem. They borrowed indeed fight from them, and de- 
crees,tending to the eftablifhment of truth and peace. Forupon the 


blithed in the faith (or truth) 44 16.4, 5. andalfo in confolation 
and peace, 4G. 15.31, 32. but they! did not borrow from them 
any church-libercy acall, eC uy iro Newore 


of the church of a particular Congregation, are the fir fubjeét.of 


Holy Ghoft hath made them overndeers. 9.4 5ffo to one iat be: 
1. From the charge of rule over the Church commitredto them 


office by-the church of Brethren, yet the office it felf is ordained 
immediatly by Chrift, and the rule annexed to theoflice, is limited 
by Chrift only. Ifthe Brethren of thechurch fhould ele& 4 presby- 
terie to be called by them inthe Lord, this will notexcufethe Pref- 
byters in their neglectof rule,either before the Lord,or to theirown 
con{ciences. For thus runneth the Apoftles charge to the Elders of 
Ephefis, (A&.20.28.). Take heed to your felves, andtothe whole flock, 


over which the Holy Grofthath made you over-[eers.: > 9 


1 
° . 


2. Thefameappeare:h from the gift of rule, required efpecially 
iran Elder, without which they are not capable of ele&iom to that 
office in the church, 1 Tim. 3, 4,5. He muft be one thx is able to 
rule weilhis own boule, or élfe how fhall he order the churchof God? 
The like gift of rule.is not neceflary to the admiffion ofa member 

_ jnto the church, as to the eleGion of an Elder: Ifa private brother 


rule his own houfe, it will not juftly debarre him from entrance in- 
roche church ; butthe like defe& will juftly debar a man from ele- 
&ion co the office of an Elder. Neither hath God given a {pirit of 

| hte mee hs rule 


.. Nor did they derive it from other particular churches. For all ; 
particular churches are of equall liberty and power within them- 


pub |ifhing of the decrees of that Synod, :the Churches were efta- 


2. Now, the fecoud branch of the Propofitton was, That dic Elders . 


_ rule or authority, inthat charch (or congregatiom) over which the ~ 


immediatly from Chrift: Forthough the Elders bechofentotheir — 


be not fo wellable (throughweakneffe in prudence or courage )to _ 


Sa | 


a “ . “ 4 in - ~ 4 _ ay P 
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rule and government’ ordinarily to the greater part of che body of 


thé brethren: and therefore neither hath he given them the firft Re-. 


ceit of thé key of Authoritie;to whom he hath not giventhe gift 
toemployit. 3 icc Ga: 
If it be obje&ted; How can the brethren of the Church inveft an 


Elder with rule over them, if they had not power of rule in them 
{elves to communicate tohim? - * : | | 

© Anf. They inveft him with rale, partly by chufing him to the of. 
fice which God hath invefted with rule, partly by profeffing their 
own fubjection to him in the Lord: we'by the rule of Relatives 
doth neceffarily inferre, and preferre the authoritie of the Elders 
over them. For in yeelding fubje&tion, they eitherfet up, or acknow- 
ledge Authoritic in him, to whom they yeeld fubjetion.. 

- 0b, 2. Thebody of the Church is the Spoufe of Chrift, the 
Lambs wife,and oughtnot the wife to rule the fervants and ftewards 
inthe houfe, rather then they her ? Is ic not meer that the keyes of 
Authoritie fhonld hang at her girdle ra:her then at theirs ?: 

Anfw. There is adiffererce to be put between Queens, Prin- 
cefles, Ladies of great Honor, (fuch as the Church is to Coritt, P/7/. 
45. 9«) and Conntrey hufwives, poore mens wives. Queens and 
great perfons have feverall offices and officers for every bufineffe 
and ervice about the hewle, as Chamberlains, Stewards, Treafarers, 
Comprtrollers, Vthers, Bayliffs, Groomes, and Porters, who have 
all the authoritie of ordering the affairs of their Lords houfe in 
their hands, There is not a key left in the Queens hand of any office, 
~ but onely of power and libertie to call for what fhe wanteth accor- 
ding to the Kings royall allowance : which if flae exceed, the off- 
cers have power to rcftrain her by order from the King. But coun- 
‘trey hufwives, and poore mens wives, whofe husbands have no 
Officers, Bayliffs or StéWards , to overfee and order their eftates, 
they may carry the keyes of any office at their own girdles, which 
the husband keepeth nor in hisownhand. Not becaufe poore huf- 
wives have greater authoritie in the houfe then Queens; but be- 
caufe of their poverty and mean eftate, they are fain tobe in ftead of 
many fervants to their husbands. leash 

01513. The wholebody natural, is the firft fubjecé of all the na- 

turall power of any member in the body ;as the facultie of fight is 


firft in the body, before in the eye. 


Auf, Teis novin the myficall’ body (the Church ) in allrefpects 


e naturall body there be all the 
F 


alike, asin the naturallbody. Inth 
te . 2 faculties 
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faculties of each part aftually inexiftent, though not exertg or. 
putting forth themfelves, till each member be articulated and for- 
med, Butin the body of the Church of Brethrenit is not fo, All. 


in the body of Brethren, unlefle fome of them have the gifts of all 

the officers, which often they have not, having neither Presbyters, 

, nor men fit to be Presbyters. Now ifthe power of the,Presbytery. 
were given to a particular Church of Brethren, as fuch, primo & per 

i fe,then ic wouldbefound in every particular Church of Brethren. 
ieee: Fora Quatenus adomnia valet confequentia, 9 

Obj. 4. Buritis an ufuall tenent,in many of our belt Divines, . 

thar the government of the Church is mixt ofa Monarchy ; an Ari- 
-ftocracie, and a Democracy. In regard of Ghrift the: head, the go- 


vernment of the Church is foveraigne and monarchicall.. In regard 


_ofthe Rule by the Presbytery, ic is ftewardly and Ariftocraticall : in) 
regard of the peoples power in elections and cenfures, it is Demo-: 
craticall :-which argueth, the people have fome ftock of xpazes, 

power and authority in the government of the Church, — 

Anfw, Ina large fenfe, Authority after a fort, may be acknow-. 
ledged inthe people. As 1, when aman atteth by counfell accor=. 
ding to his own difcersiing freely, he is then faid to; be duvseva@, 
Dominus fui actus. Sorthe people inall the a&s of liberty which they 

put forth are Domini fui, actus, Lordsof their ownation, — ., > 
3. The people by their acts of liberty,as in eleCtionof officers,and_ 
concurrency in cenfure ofoffenders, and in the Determination and - 
Promulgationof Synodall a&s; they have a great ftroke or power 
in the ordering of Ghurch affairs, which may be called xga7@, or pow 
teftas,a Power, which many times goeth under the name of rule or 
authoritie, but in proper {peech it is. rather a priviledge or liberty 
then authoritie, as hath been opened, above in Chap, 3. For no ac, 
of the peoples power or liberty doth properly bind, unleffe the au~ 


thoritie of the Presbytery conetr with it. fe PR od 

3. Athirdargument whereby it may appear that the Elders of a 
particular Church are the firft fabjeé of authoritie in that Church, 
is taken from the like removall of other fabje&ts, from whence they 
might be thought to derive their-authoritie, as was ufed before to. 
prove the Church of Brethren was the firft {ubje& of their own Ii- 
bertie in their own Congregation, ,The Elders of Churches are ne- 
ver found in Scripture to derive their authority which they exercile 
in their own congregation, either from the Elders of other pene 

ae ches. 


t tt 


the feverall functions of Church power, arenot actually inexiftenr. 
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ches, or from any Synod of Churcl es, All particular Churches and 
allthe Elders of them are of equall power, each of them refpective- 
ly intheir own Congregations. None of them call others ‘their 
Reabbies, or Maftets,or Fathers(in refpe& of any authoritie over 
them) bucall ofthem own andacknowledg¢ one another as fellow 
Brethren, AZztth, 22 .8,9, 104 Horenipzo wriouc fF Anke 
~‘Andthoughina Synod they have received power ftom ‘Chrift, 


and from his prefence in the Synod, to €xercife Authoritie in impo- . 


fing burthens ¢ fuch as the holy Ghoft layeth ) upon all Churches 
whofe Eldersare prefent with them, Aé.-1 5.28. (for the Apoitles 
were Eldersiniall Chufches) yet “thé! Elders of every. particular 
Church, when they walk withthe brethren of their own Church 


in light and, peace, they. need not to derive from the Synod any 


power to impofe the fame, or the like burtchensupon their owne 
Churches, For they havereceived.apower and charge front Chrift, 


co: teach and. command withall authoritie che whole counfell of God 


untotheir people’ And the people difcerning the light of the truth 
delivered,and walkingin peace with their Elders, they readily 


-yeeld obedicnce to their Over-feers, in. whatfoever they fee and’ 


hear by chem commended to chem fromthe Lord: w! 0 


2 


.3., Now we conie to thethirdbranenof the third Propofition, ; 


which was this, That the Church ofa particular congregation, El- 
detsand Brethren walkingandjoyning together in truth and peace, 
are the firft fabje&t of all Church-power,rieedfull.to be exercifed 
within themfelves,whether inthe election dr ordination of officers, 
or inthe cenfure ofioffenders in their own bedys 0 5 50” 


The truth hereof may appear by thefeArguinents. 1 In point 
of ordination, From the compleatintegriti¢ of a Mioifters calling 
(even to the fatisfaction of his own and the peoples confcience). 
whenboth the Brethren:and;the Elders of thé patticularChurch 
whereto he is called; have pnt-forth: the powerwhich belongeth to 
them about him, As, when the Brethren of the Church have choftn 
him to office;and the Presbyterie of the. Church have laied their 
hands uponhim :andboth of themin their feveral! atts: have due 
refpect-to the,inward minifteriall gifts whereunto.God! hath: fut- 


nithed: him‘: he? may,then: Jook at. himfelf as called by the holy. 
Ghoft, to exerci(his talents in that, office amoneft tem, and the: 


people may and oughtto receive him, as fent of God to them. 
Whatdefe& may be foundinfuchacall, when the Brethren exe 

ercife their lawfull libertie, and the Elders:their lawfull authority, 

in 


OR 


‘ 


a 
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in his ordination; and nothing more iis required: to che‘compleat in: 


Of the Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven, ‘a : 
_ tegritie of a Minifters calling? If it be faid here wanted impoi- 
tion of hands by the Bifhop, who fucceedeth in ‘the place of Timo- 
thy and Tits, whom the Apoftle Pu left the one in Ephefus, the 
other in Crete, to ordain Elders inmany Churches, Tit.t.5. 


oe 


e4nf. Touching ordination by Timothy,and Titus, and Cupon: 


pretence oft them ) by Bifhops, enough hath been faidby'many god- 
ly learned heretofore, efpecially of later times. uF 
_ The.famme cometh to thefeconclufions. + That Timothy and 


Titus did not ordain Elders.in many Churches, as Bifhops, butias’ 
Evangelifts. Fimotly is exprefly termed: an-Evangelift, 2 Tine, 4.5, 
And Titus isias clearly decyphered to be an: Evangelift as Timothy,’ 


by the characters of an Evangelift, which either Scripture holdéeth 


forth, or Eufebinsnoteth in his Eccleffaft, biftor, lib. 3. cap. 377. Gre 


cap. 3%. Lat. Notto be limited to acertain Church, but to follow 
the Apoftles, finifhing their work in’ planting and watering Chure 
ches, wherethey came. They did indeed ordain officers where they 


wanted, and exercifed jurifdiGtion (asthe Apoftles did ) in feverall- 


_ Churches ; yet with che reft'of the Presbyteric,and inthe prefence: 
of the whole Church, x Tim, 5. But for che continmance of this of= 
fice of an Evangelift in the Church, there is no dire&tion in the Epi- 


~ ftles either to Timothy or Titus, or any where elfe in Scripture. 


2.Conclufion. Thofe Bifhops whofe callings or offices in the 
Church, are fet forth inthofe Epiftles to be continued ; they are al-: 
together Synonyma with Presbyters. 7it.1.5,7. 1 Tim.3. 1.to7. 

3. Concluf. We read of many Bifhops to one Church, Phil. 1. 1. 

Alt, 14, 23, and Chap: 20,17, 28, Ti.1.§. 7. but not-of many 
Churches (much leffe all the Churches ina large Dioceffe_)to one 
Bifhop, {aN ae wer & Ok | | 

4. Concluf There is no tranfcendent proper work, cur our, or: 
referved for fich a tranfcendent officer as'a Dioce{an Bifhop through=’ 
out the New Teftament. The tranfcendenta&s referved'to him by 
the Advocates of Epifcopacie , are Ordination and L[urifdi@ion, 
Now both thefe are atts of Rule.’ And Paul'to. Timothy acknow- 
ledgeth no Rulers in the Church'above Paftors.and Teachers, who 
labour in wordand do&rine,but rather Paftors:‘and Teachers above 


them. The Elders (faich he) thar rule well; are worthy of double | 


honour, but efpecially they that labour in word and doétrihe, 1 
Tin. § 171 paar obec wie re 
5 Concluf. When after the Apoftles times, one of the P 
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“way of eminencie was called Bifhop for order fake, yet. for manY 
yeershe did no act of power, but 1 With confenc of the Presbyte” 
Fie, 2 Withconfent,and in the prefence of the people. As is no- 
ted out of Eu/ebins, Ecclefaft, Hiftor. ib. 6. ca, 43. Groea. 35. Lat 
Cyprian Epift. lib, 3. Epift. 10. & lib, 1, Epift 3. Cafanbs adverfus Bam 
ronium,exercitat. 5, num, 28. Ge 6 ek cade 2 et 
> When it is alledged out-of Hierome to confirm the fame, thatin 


r 


the primitive times, Communi Presbyterorum confilio, Ecelefie guber- 


wabantur, It is a weak and poore evafion, to put ic off with obfer- 


ving, that he faith, Communi Preshyterorum confttis, not antberitate, 


For 1, No authoritie is due to Presbyters over the Bifhop or Paftor, 
no more thento the Paftor over them. They are ovprecokusea, fel- 
low-Elders , and coequall in authoritie. And 2. when Hierome 
-faith, The Churches were governed by the common counfell of 
them all ; Ir argueth;nothing was done againfttheir counfell, but 
all with it, elfe is might be faid, she Bifhop governed the Churches 


with the commen countell of Presbyters, ro wit,asked,but not fol- — 


lowed. And that wouldimply a contradiction to Hieroms teftimo- 
nie, tofaythe Churches were governed.by the fole-authoritie of 
Bithops, and-yet not without ;asking: the common counfell of the 
Presbyters. forin asking their counfellsand not following it, the 
Bithop fhould orderand govern the Churches againft their coun- 
fell. Now thatthe Churches were governed by the common count] 
of Presbytcrs, andagainft the common counfell.of Presbyters, are 
flar.contradittoriéssucy: 5. ber Pil apast\tee 

2; For.a-fecondi Argument, to prove that the Brethren of the 
Church of a particular congregation, walking with their Elders in 
truth and peace, arethe firit fubje@ of all thac Church power which 
is needfull to be exercifed in their own body: It is taken 

Fromtheir indifpenfable and independent powerin Church cen- 

fures, The cenfarethatis ratified in heaven cannotbe'difpented with- 
all, nor reverfed by any power‘on earth.» Now the cenfure that is 
adminiftredby the Church of a particular congregation, is ratified 
- in Heaven. For fo faith rhe Lord Tefus touching the power of 
Church cehfaress"* Matrh 18. 17,18. If the ioffender refufe to 
bear the Chitrch; let binihe to thee ay a heathen and a Publican, Verily I 
fay untoyou, Whatfoever ye foal bind onearth, fhallbe bound in, Heaven: 
and whatfoever ye foall Loft ow earib, foall be toofed im beaven, © 

Again this Argument from this Text many objections are wont 


co be made; but none that will hold.. pe 
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_ Objelt. 16 By Church in Mat.18.17.is not meant the Chriftian — 
Church (for it was not yet extant, nor couldthe Apoftlesthen have _ 
underflood Chrift ifhe had fo meant) bur the Jewife church, and 


% 


fo he delivereth their cenfure, in a Fewif phrale; to accounta 
man as.av Heathen andia Publican, 201. oe 

Anfw, 1. The Chriftian Church,thoughit wasnot then extant} 
yet the Apoftles knew as well what he meant by Churchin 772,78. 


~-17-as they underftood what he meant by building his Church upon, 
the Rock in A4at.16- 18, It was enough the Apottles looked for a 


‘Church which Chrift would gather, and’ build upon the conifeffion 
of Peters faith; and being built, fhould be‘induéd with heavénly 


_ power intheir-cenfures, which they more fully underftoud after= 


wards, when having received the Holy Ghoft, they cameto put 
thefe things in pra@tice. ; THD Dick ge 


Anfw. 2. Theallufion in the Church. cenfure to the Fewifo cur 
_ ftome, in accounting a man as an Heathen and Publican, dothnot 


argue that Chriftdire&teth his Difciples to complain of {candals to 


_the Fewifo Synagogues’; but only dire&teth them: how to walkto- 
“wards obftinate offenders,excommunicate by the Chriftian church. 


co wit, to walk towards them, asthe Fews walk towards Hea 
hens; (to wit, denying to them religious‘communion) and as to 
wards Publicons, with-holding from them familiar civill commu- 
nion;forfo the Tews faid to Chrifts Dilciples;Why eateth your Mafter 
with Publicans and Sinners 2? > i ! BS. 272)2 


: cAnfw. 3. [tis not credible, that Chriftwould fendhis Diteiples ; 


to make complaint of their offences tothe: lewis Synagogues : 

For, firft, Is itlikely he would fend his Lambs and Sheep, for 
right and healing. unto’Wolves and Tigres? Both their Sanhe- 
drim, and moft of their Synogogues were’ no better. “And if heré 
and there fome: Elders of their Synagogues: were better affected, 


yet how may it appear that fo ir was; where any of themfelves 


dwelt? And if that might appeartoo, yet had not the’ ews al- 
ready agreed; T bat if any: man did confeffe Chri ft he ould! be i 
ont of the Synagogues, Johvg. 22. | Si. 10'l agen: | 
Object. 2. Againft the argument from this Text, icisobje@ed : 
That bythe Church is meanr the Bifhop, or his Commiffary ? 
Anfw, 1. One man is not the Church; iN :: 


If it be faid, one man may reprefent a church; thereply is ready : 


one man Cannot reprefentthe Church, unleffe he be fent forth by 
the Church ; but fo is neither the Bifhop nor his Commiflary. They 
3 ; : . fend 


* 


Pikes eae — = — a 9 ie =, = a 
| and thé power thereof. fe 
~ fend not for them, but they come unfént for, (Like water intoa Ship) 
chiefly for the terror of the fervants.of Chrift, and for the incou- 


ragement of the prophane,, And though fome of Chrifts fervants 
have found fome favour fremfomefew of Bifhops, (men of more 


learning and ingenuity) yet thofe Bifhops have found theleffe fa-. 


vour themfelves from their fellow-Bifhops, 

Anfw, 2. The Bifhop ordinarily is no memberef the Church of 
that congregation, where the offence is committed, and what is his 
fatisfaction to the removall of the offence given tothe Church? — 

Anfw. 3, Thenew Teftament acknowledgeth no fitch ruler in 
the Church, as claimeth honour above the Elders that labour in 
word and Dodtrine, 1 Tim.5-17. | | 

Objet, 3. To tell the Church, isso tell the Presbyterie of the 
Church. ‘~: wa | 

Anfw. t, We deny not, The offenc@is to be told tothe Presby- 
terie; yet not to them as the Church,but as the guides of the church, 
who, if upon hearing the caufe, and examining the witnefles, they 
_ finde it ripe for publike cenfure, they are then to propoundit to the 
Church,and to try andcleer the ftate of the caufe before the church, 
that fo'the church difcerning fully the nature andquality of theof- 
fence may confent to the judgement and fentence of the Elders 
againtt it, to the confufion of the offender ; and the publike edifica- 
tion of them all,who hearing and fearing, will learntobeware of the 
like wickedneffe. ~ 


Anfw, 2. The Church is never put for the Presbyterie alone: 


(throughout the new Teftament) though fometime it be put ex- 
prefly for the Fraternity. alone, as they are diftinguifhed from the 
Elders and Officers, 4&1 522. and therefore Tell the Church,can- 
not be meant Tell the Presbyterie alone. 


Object. Intheold Teftament,the Congregation is often put for, 


the Elders and Rulers of the Congregation. 7 

Aafw. Let all the places alledged be examined, and it will ap- 
peare, that if matters of judgement, where the Congregation is put 
for the Elders and Rulers, ic is never meant(for ought we can finde) 
of the Elders and Rulers alone, fitting apart, and retired trom the 
Congregation ; but fitting in the prefence of the Congregation, 
and hearing and judging caufes before them: In which cafe, if.a 
fentence have pafied froma Ruler, with the diflike of the Congre- 


rime: | 


gation; they have not ftuck to thew their diflike, fometime by pro- — 


tefting openly:againft it (as:1 Sam.14.44, 45.) fometime by re. 
y) G fufing 
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- fufing to executeit.(a S2m.22,.16,17.) And what the people of 
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the Congregation lawfully did in fome cafes, at {ome times, in wa- 
ving and councerp izing the fentence of their Rulers, the famethey 
might and ought to have done in the likecafesatany time. -The 
whole Hoft or Congregation of Jfrae! might proteft againftan un- 


righteous illegall fentences and a part of the Congregation, who - 


difcerned the iniquity of afentence, might juftly withdraw. them- 


felves from the execution of it. ahi a | ‘. 
Objet, 4. When Chritt faid Tel the Church, hee meant a Synoz ~ 


dicall or Clafficall affembly of the Presbyters of many Churches, 
For it was his meaning and purpofeinth’s place, to prefcribe a rule 
for the removing of all {candals out ofthe Church, which cannotbe 


done by telling the Church of one Congregation 5. for what if an. 


Elder offend; yea,what 
or Brethren have not p 


é whole Presbytery offend? The people 


aan 


them, but fo cannot any.one Gongregation alone; if che Congrega> 


tion that gave the offence ftand out in it. 


Anfi. t. Referving due honour to Synods rightlyiordered, or 
(whichis all one). Claffis or Convention of Presbyters of particular 
churches, we do not ‘finde that a Church is any where putfora 
Synod of Presbyteries. And it were very incongruous inthis places 
For thoughitbe faid a particular Congregation cannot reach the re- 


‘movall of all offences; fo it may be 4s truly faid, thacit wereun- 


meet to trouble Synods withevery offence that falleth outinaCon- 
gregation; Offences fall out often, Synods meet but feldome3 and 
when theydo meet, they finde many more weighty imployments, 


_ thento attend toevery offence of every private brother.  Befides, 


as an whole particular Congregation may offend, fo may-a gene- 
rall-Affembly of all the Presbyters ina Nation offend alfo: Fort ge- 
nerall Counce!s have erred; and what remedy fhall be found to 
remove fuach errors and offences out of this Text? Moreover, if 
an offence be found ina Brother of a Congregation, and the Con- 


gregation be found faithfull and willing to remove it by duecen- 


{ure ; why fhould the offence be called up to more publike judica- 
ture, and the plaifter made broader than the fore? — 
Again, If an Elder offend, the reft of the Presbytery with 


the Congregation joyning together, may proceed againft him, _ 


Cif they cannot otherwife heal him) and fo remove the of- 


ywerto judge their Judges, torule their Ru- 
_lers. Yea, what if che whole Congregation fall under an offence (as _ 
they may do, Lev.4.13-.) a Synod of many Presbycers may reform 
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fence from amongft them. If the whole Presbyterie offend, or fiich, 
_ apartas will draw a party and a fation in che Church with them 
their readieft ‘courfe is, to bring the matter then toa Synod. For 
though this place 1a (Matthew direct not to that; yet the Holy 
Ghoft leaveth us not without direction in fuch a cafe, but givethusa 
pattern inthe chureh of Antioch,to repaire toa Synod, And the like 
courfe is tobe taken in the offence of-a whole Congregation, if it 
be perfifted in with obftinacy. Neither is it true which was aid, 
that ie was the purpofe of Chrift in A42t.18,17. to prefcribe a rule 
for the removall of all offences out of the Church; but only of 
{uch private and leffe hainous offences,as grow publike and notori= 
ous only by obftinacy of the offenders: For if offences be haynous 
and publikeat firft, che Holy Ghoft doth mot dire us to proceed in 
fuch a generall courle from‘a private admonition by one brother 
alone, and then to a fecond, by'one or two more, and at laft, to cell 
itto the Church. But in fuch a cafethe Apoftle giveth another rule, 
(1 Cor.5.11. ):to eaftan haynous notorious offender, both out of 
ehurch-communion, and private familiar communionalfo, 

Obje, 5. The Churchhere fpoken of, A@at.18.17. is fach an 
one,as whereto acomplaint may orderly be made: Buta complaint | 
canootbe orderly made to amultitude, fucly as an whole Congre- 
gation |is. ied | 1 

Anfw. And why may-not a complaint be orderly made to a 
whole multitude? The Levite madean orderly conplaint to a grea- 
ter multitude, then 400. particalar Congregations are wont to 
amount to, F#d. 20. 1 ,253,4, &c. ; 

Objet, 6. The Churchhere tobe complained of meeteth with 
authority, (for cenfures are adminiftred with authority ) but the 
church. of a particular Congregation meeteth with humility, to 
feek the face and favour of God. me ; 

e4nf#, Humility ro God may well ftand with authoriry to men. 
The 24.Elders (who reprefent the growne heyres of the Church 
of thenew Teftament ) they are faid in Church-aflemblies to fit up- 
onthrones with crownes on their heads, Rev. 4. 4. yet when they 
fall down to worfhip God and the Lamb, they caft down their 
crownes at his feér,v. 10. | re | 

Objeé#, 7. In the church ofa particular Congregation, a woman 
may not fpeak ; but.in this Church here {poken of, they may {peak ; 
for they may be offenders, and offenders muft give anaccount of 


their offences. 
Anfw, When 


. G2 
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; ‘eAufw. When the Apoftle forbiddeth women to {peak in the 
church, he meaneth, fpeaking partly by way of authority,as in pub-. 
like praying or prophefying inthe Church, (1 Ti,2.12. ) partly by 
way of bold inquiry, in asking queftions publikely of the Prophets 
~ inthe face of the Church, 1 (or.14.34.But to anfwer it: If che whole 
Congregation have taken juft offence at the open fin of a woman, 
fhe is bound as much to give fatisfactionto the whole Congregati- 
on, as well as to the Presbyterie. pee? is 
Objeif. 8. When Schifines grew tobe fcandalous in the Church 
of Corinth, the houthold of Chloe told not the whole Congregation 
of it, but Pal, 1 Cor.1. 11- Ry kde np aed * ee rae 

Anfw. The contentions in the Church of Corinth were not the 

- offence.of a private brother, but of the whole church. And who 
cantell whether they had not fpoken of it to the Church before? 
But whether thay had or no, the example, only argueth, that Bre- 
thren offended with the fins of their brethren, may tell an Elderof 
thechurch of it, that he may tell it co the Church, which no man 
denyeth. Pas/ was an Elder of every church of Chrift, asthe other 
Apoftles were, as having the government.of all the churches com- 
mittedtothemall. Ard 4 tates poy pn Ghee gery. 

_ Having thus (by the help of Chrift) cleered this Text in AZat,18. 
17. from variety of mifconftraétions, (which not the obfcurity of 
the words, but the eminency of the gifts, and worth of Expofitors _ 
hath made difficult ) Let.us adde anarguiment or two more to the 
fame purpofe, to prove, that the Church of a particular Congre- 
gation, fully furnifhed with officers, and rightly walking in judge- 
ment and peace, is-the firft {ubject of all Church-authority, need- 
full to be exercifed within their own body. ! 

3; Athird argument toiprove this, isufually and juftly taken 
from the practice and example of the Church of Corinth, inthe 
excommunication of the inceftuous Corinthian, 1 Cory. 1. to5. 

Olj. 1. The excommunication of the inceftuous Corinthian, was 

got aniact of judiciall authority in. the church of Coriath, whether 

_ Elders or Brethren, but rather an act of fubjection to the Apoftle, 
-pnblifhing the fentence, which the Apoftle had before decreed and. 

judged: for (faith the Apoftle ) Jthough abfent inbody, yet pre» 

fent in fpirir, have judged already, concerning him that_hathdone 
this deed,&c. , 

Aa. 1. Though Paul (as a chiefe Officer of every church) 

judged before-handthe excommunication of the inceltuous Coris- 
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thian: yethis judgement was not a judiciall fentence, delivering 
him to Satan, but a judicious doctrineand inftruction, teaching the 
Church what they ought to doin thatcale. 

3, The‘a& of the church in Gorinth in cenfuring the inceftuous 
perfon, was indeed an act of fubjection to the Apoftles divine do- 
Grine and dire@tion(as all church-cenfures by whomfoever admi- 
niftred, ought tobe aés of fubjection to the word of Chrift ) but 
~ yet their act was acompleatact of jut power, (even an act of all 
that liberty and authority which is tobe put forth in any cenfure. ) 
For, firftthey delivered him to Satan, in the name of the Lord Jefus, 
and with the power ofthe Lord Jelus, v. 4. and that is the higheft 
power inthe Church. Secondly,the {pirit of Payd, that is, his Apo- 
ftolike fpirit was gathered together with them, in delivering and 
publifhing the fentence ; which argueth, both his powerand theirs 
was co-incident and concurrent in this fentence. Thirdly, the holy 
end and nufe of this fentence argueth*the heavenly power from 
whence it proceeded. They delivered him to Satan for the de- 
ftruction of the flefh (chat is, for the mortifying of his corruption) 
‘thatjhis foul might be faved inthe day ofthe Lord Jefus. Fourthly, 
when his foul came to be humble :and penitent by the means of this 
fentence, Pavl intreateth the church toreleafe and forgive him, 
2 Cor.2.6, to 10. Now ejufdem poteftatis eft ligare G folvere, clande- 
rei aperire, ae & 

- Obje. 2. Allthisargueth no moresbut that fome in the church 
of Corinth had this power (to wit, the Presbytery of the church,but 
not the whole body of the people) to ¢xcommunicate the offender. 

Anfw, 1. If the Presbyterie alonehad put forth this power, yet 
that fufficeth to make good the Propofition, that every church fur- 
nifhed with'a: presbyterie, and proceeding righteoufly and pzace- 
ably, they have within themfelves fo much power as: is requifite, 
to be exercifed within their own body. HE 

Anfw, 2. Itis apparent by the Text, that the Brethren concur- 
red alfo in this fentence, and that with /ome aét of power, to wit, 
fuch power as the want of putting it forth, retarded the fentence, 
and the putting of ic forth was requifite to the adminiftration 
of the fentence. 

For, firft, thereproofefor not proceeding to fentenc? fooner, is 
dire&ed to the whole church, as well asto the Presbyterie; They are 
all blamed for not mourning, for nor purting bim away, for bing puffed 
ap rather, 1 Cor5. 2. 

| | 2. The 
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2, The*commandment isdire&ed to them all j »bew they are gate 
thered togetler,(and what is that butto. a Church meeting?) to pro- 
ceed againtthim: 1 Cor. 5. 4.Inlikefort, in theend of the Chaprer 


—hecommandeththemall, Put away theréfore from among you ibit wice 


hed perfonv.13. 00 | ens Agoh y MURS 
3. Hedeclareth this act of cheirsin putting him out, to be ajudi- 


cialla&@t, vo12. Doyounot judge them that are within? Say thac the 


judgement of authoritie.be proper oncly tothe Presbytery , yet the 
judgement of difcretion (which as concurring in this a with rhe 
Presbytery hath a power in it (as was faid ) may not be denyed to 


the Brethren: for here is an ac of judgement afcribedto them all: — 


which judgement inthe Brethren he efteemeth of it fohighly, thar 
from thence he taketh occafion to advife the members of the 
Church, to refer their differences even in. civill matters, to the 


judgement of the Saintsor Brethren, Kvow ye not (faith he) thatthe 


Saints foall judge the world? yea the Angels ?: 1 Cor. 6, Ly2, 3. how. 
much more the things of this life 2. Yea rather then they fhould go 
to Law, and thatbefore Infidels, in any cafe depending betweene’ 


Brethren, he advifech them rather to fet-up the meaneft in the 


Church to hearand judgebetween them, 1 Cor. 6. 4. 


4, When the Apoftle direteth them upon the repentance of ‘an 


offender, to forgivehim, 2 Cor,2,4;to 10, he {peaketh to the Bre- 
thren, as wellasto their elders to forgive bim, As they wereall (the 
Brethrenas wellas the Elders.) offended with his fin: fo. it was meet 
they fhouldallalike be fatisfied, and being fatisfied fhould forgive 
him: the Brethren ina way of brotherly love and Church-confentr, 
as well asthe Elders, by fentencing his abfelution and reftitution- to 
the Church, Tek , 

- 3.0)7. Bat was not this Church of Cersuth( who had all this: 
power.) a metropolis,a mother Charchof Achaia; imwhich many Pref- 
byteries, from mauy Churches in the villages wereaffembled to ad- 
minifter this cenflite? ii ~ies For yeas | 

Anf. Nofuchthing appeareth from the ftory of the Church of 
Corinib, neither in the A&ts (Ad. 18.) nor from either of the Epiftles 
to the Corinthians. True it is, Corinth was a mother-city,: but nota 
mother-Cbu:ch toall Achaia: and yet it is not unlikely that other: 
Churches in that region might borrow much light from their gifts; 
for they abounded, and were enriched with variety of all gifts,1 Cor. 


1.5.7. But yet that which the A poftle calleth the Church of £ orimh,.- 


even the w ole Church was no larger, then was.wont to meet together 
$73 
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in one place, one congregation, 1 Corinth. 14.23. | 

A fourth and Jatt drgsment.to prove the Propofition, that every 
Church fo furnifh:d with officers (as hath been faid) and fo carried 
onin truthand peace, hathall Church power needfull co be exerci« 
fed within themfelves, is taken from the guilt of offence, which 
lieth upon every Church, when any offence committed by their | 
members Jyeth uncenfured and unremoved, ;Chrift hath fome- 
thing againft the Church of Pergamus, for fiffering Balazm and the 
Nicolaitans, Revel. 2¢14,15.and fomething againft the Church of 
Thyatira, for fuffering Fezabel, Now if thefe Churches had not eis 
ther of chem fuficient power to purge ont their. own offenders,why 
are they blamed for toleration of them? yea, why are not the neigh- 
bour Churches blamed for the fins of thefe Churches? But we fee, 
neither is Pergamus blamed for tolerating Fexabel, nor Tiyatire for 
tolerating Balaam, nor Smyrna for tolerating either. Indeed what 
Chrift writeth co any one Church, his Spirit calleth al! the Chureles 
tohearken unto, and fo he doth our Churches alfo at this day: not 
becaufe he blamed them for the toleration of fins in other Churches, 
but becaufe he would have them beware of the like remifenefle in 
tolerating the like offences amongft themfelves :and alfo would 

rovoke them. to obferve netorious offences amongft their Sifter- 
Charches, and with brotherly love and faithfulnefleto admonifhi 
themthereof. +) 

Ic is an unfound body that wanteth ftrength to. purge out his 
own vicious and malignant humours... Andevéry Church of a par- 
ticular congregation, being a bodie, evena body of Chrift in it felf, 
it were not for che honour of Chrift, nor of his body, if when it were 
ina found and athletick conftitution, it fhould not have power to 
purge it felf of irs own fuperfluous andnoyfome humors. 


IV. Propofition.. In cafe 2 particular Church be difkurbed with error 
or feandall, and the fume maintained by a faétion among{t them, Wow 
a Synod of Churches, or of their meffengers, 2s the firft [iebje€k of that power 
and astboritie, whereby error is judicially convinced and condemned, the 
truth fearched out, and determined , andthe way of truth and peace 
declared and impofed upon the Churches. 

~ Thetruth of this Propofition may appear by two Arguments, 

1. Argum, From the want of power in fuch a par ticular church 
to paffea binding fentence, where error or fcandall is maintained by 


afa@tion; For the promife of binding and loofing which is made to 
| a parti- 
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a particular church, A@at. 18. 18. isnot givento thechurch, when. 
it is leavened with error and variance. It is a received maxime, 
— Clavis errans non ligat;and it is as true, Ecclefia litigans not ligat : 
And the ground of both arifeth from the eftate of the Church, to. ’ 
_ which the promifé of binding and loofing is made, A4at.18.17,18. 
which, though it bea particular church (as hath been fhewed) yer it 
is @ Church AGREEING together tn the name of Chrift, Mat. 18, 
19,20. If there mant agreement amongstthem, the promife of binding — 
and loofing is not given to them : or if they fhould agree, and yet 
agree inaneffor, or ina fcand.ll, they donot then agree inthename 
of Chrift; For to meet in thename of Chrift, implyeth, they meet — 
not only by his command and authoriry, butalfo that they proceed — 
according to his Lawes and Will, and that to his fervice and glory. 
Ifthen the church,or aconfiderable part of it fall intoerror through _ 
ignorance, or into fa&tion by variance, they cannot expect the pre- 
fence of Chrift with them, according to his promife to paffe a bind- 
ing fentence. And thenas they fall under the conviction and ad- 
monition of any other fifter church, ina way of brotherly love, by 
vertue of communion of churches; fo theirerrors and variance, and 

whatfoever fcandals elfe do accompany the fame, they are juftly 
~ f{ubjeé& to the condemnation of a Synod of churches.. sii 
~~, Afecond Argument to prove that a Synod is the firft fubje& 

of power, to determine and judge errors and variances in particu- 
lar churches, is taken from the pattern fet before us in that cafe, 
Ad. 15, 1,to 28, when certain falfe Teachers, having taughtin _ 
the church of Antioch,a neceflity of circumcifiontofalvation, and, 
having gotten a faGtion to take part with them, (as appeareth by 
the cong 8 ov2irners of Pasland Barnabas againtt them) the church 
did nor determine the cafe themfelves, but referred the whole 
matter to the Apoftles and Elders at Ferufalem, Att.15.1,;2. Notto 
the Apifftes alone, but to the e4pofiles and Elders, The Apoftles 
were as the Elders and Rulers of all churches ; and the Elders there 
were nota few, the Believers in Fer#/alem being many thonfands. 
Neither did the Apoftles'determine the matter (as hath been faid) 
by Apoftolicall authority from immediate revelation; but they af- 
fembled together with the Elders, to coufidev of the matter,v.6. and 
a multitude of Brethrentogether withthem (v, 12.22, 23.) and af- 
ter, fearching out the caufe by an ordinary means of @i/putation, v.7, 
Peter cleered it by the witneffe of the Spirit to his. Miniftery in 
Cornelins his family; \Paxl'and Barnabas by the like effe& of their 
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_ Minifterie: among the Gentiles : ames confirmed the fame by.the 
ceftimony of the Prophets, wherewith the whole Synod being fa. 
tisfied, they determine: of a judiciall fentence, and of a way to pub- 
lifh it by letcers and meffengers; in which they. cen/ure the falfe 
Teachers, as troublers of their Church, and fubverters of their foules 
they reject.the impofition of circameifion, asa yoak, whigh, neither 
they nor their fathers were able.to beare: they,impofe, uponsthe 


churches none but fome neceffary obfervations, and them by way 


of that authority which the Lord had given them, v.28. Which 
pattern cleerly fheweth us to whom the ey. of authority is coms 


mitted, when, there, groweth offence.and difference in a church: 


Look asin'the cafe of the offence of a faithfull-brother perfifted in, 
the matter is at laftjudged and determined in achurch, which 1s a 
Congregation of the faithfull ; foin the cafe of the offence of the 


church or congregation, the matter is at laft judged in a congrega- | 


tion of churches, aChurch of churches: for whatis.a Synod elf but 
a Church of churches? See Bs é 


‘Now, from all thefe former Propofitions which tend to cleare the 
ficft fubjeZ of the power of the keys, it may_be caffe to deduce 
certain corollaries from thence, tending to clear a parallel Quefti- 
ontothis ; to wit, Jz what fenfé itmay, and ought to be admitted,that a 
church of 2 particular congregation is independent in the ufe of the power 
of the keys, and in what fenfe not ? For in what fenfe the Church ofa 
particular congregation is the firft fubjec of the power of the keys, 
in the fame fenfe it is independent, and in none other. We taking 
the firft fubje& and the independent fubje& to be all one. | 

1, Corollary, The Churchis not independent on Chrift, but de- 
pendent onhim for all church-power. 

The Reafon is plain, becaufe he is the firft. fubject of all church- 
power by way of foveraigne eminency,as hath-been faid. And 
therefore the church, and allthe Officers thereof; yea, anda Synod 
of churches is dependent upon him, for all minifteriall church- 
power. Uixiftery a dependent upon foveraigntie ; yea, themore de- 
pendent they be upon.Chrift, in all theexercife. of their church- 
power, the more powerfull is all their power in all their ad- 
minftrations, ett : 

2, Corollary, The firft fubje& of the minifteriall power of the 
keys, though icbe independent in refpe& of derivation of power 


from the power. of the fword to the performance of any {pirituall 


adminiftra~ 
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bles) to preach and teach inthe (ities of Indah, 2 Chron. 17: 7, 8; 9. 7 
| 3 | | , Tofis 


of the Keysof the Kingdom of Heaven, % 
adriniftration, yet it is fubje@ tothe power of the fword in matters 
which concern the civill peaces 21) I 
Phe matters which concern the civill peace, wherein Church." 
fabjectionis chiefly attended,areoffoureforts.; = ° vat 


a. \The firkt fortbe civil matters; 7a Buwrmgs the things of this life, 
as isthe difpofing of meng goods or lands, lives, or liberties; trie 
butes; cuftomes; worldly honours, and inhetitances, Ta thefé che’ 
Church fabmitteth,and referreth ic felf to the civillState, Chriftas 


- minifter of the circumeifion, refuféd to take upon him the dividing” 
_ of Inheritancés amiongft’ Brethren, as impertinent to his calling, 


Euk.12.13, 040 His kingdoms (he acknowledgeth ) #8 not of this 


world; Joh. 1 8.36, Himlelf payed tribute to Cefar,(Macch.17.27,) 


for'Himfelf and his difciples, °° 


2. Thefecond fort of things which concern civill ‘peace, is, the 
eftablifbiment of purée Religion, in dokrine, wor fhip, and government,ac- 
cording co the word of Godasalfo'the reformation of all corrup»’ 
tions in any of thefe. On this ground the good’ Kings of Iudah,’ 
commanded Iudah to fek the Lord God of their fathers , and to wor- 
fkip him, according to his‘own ftatutes and commandments: and 


che contrary corruptions of ftrange'gods, high. places, Images,and 
_ Groves, they removed ,and aye eonimended 6fGod, and obeyed by 


thé Priefts'and people info doing; 2 Chron. 14: 3, 4, 5.2 Chromi1§. 
8.016. 2 Chron. 1756.t0 9% 2 Chron, 1.9.3, 4. 2 Chron. 24.4, 5,6. 
8,9) ro, 2 Chron: 29, 3. 0635.2 Chrom. 30°13 to"r2. a Chron. 34, 
g. to 33. The eftablifhm Ti ¢ if purée Religion, and the refor- 


Hiarion of corruptions in Religion, ‘do mach concerne the ci- 


vill peace. If Religion be corrwpted ; there will be warre in the 
gates, Tudg.§. 8: and 120 peate tobim, that cometh in, or goeth out. 2 


Chron,15. 3,5 6- But where Religion réjoyceth, the civil State 
flourifheth, Flagg. 3. 15-to 1'9. Tris crite, the eftablifhiment of pure 
Religion; and’retormation of Corfuptions pertain alfo to the Chur- 
ches and SYnodicall Affemblies;' But they go dbout ic onely with 
fpirituall weapons, miniftery of thé Word , and’ Charch-cenfures 
upon fuchas are under Church-power. But Magiftrates addreffe 
themfelves thereto, partly by coitmanding , and ftirring up‘ the 
Churches and Miniiters thereof to go about it in their {pirituall 
way: partly alfo by civill punifhments upon the wilfull oppofers, 
and difturbers of the fame. As Zehofaphar fent Priefts and Levites 
(and: hemaccompanied and countenanced with Princes and: No- 


~ 
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and the power thereof. sai) 0 ) 55. 


> dafiah put todeath the idolatrous Priefts of the high places, 2 King. 


22.20. Nor wasthata peciliarduty or priviledge of the Kings of ~ 
Jndab, butatrended to'alfo by heathen Princes, and that to prevent — 
the wrath of God, againft the Realmeof she King aud his fons, Bzra 
7.23. yea, and of the times of the New Teftament it is prophefied, 
that in fome cafes, dapitallspunifhment fhall proceed:againtt fal/e 
Prophets, and that byithe procurement of their weere/t kindred. Zach. 
4903, And the exetution thereof 1s defcribed, Revel. 16.4.t0 7. 
where the rivers and forutains of waters (that is, the Priefts and: Ie- 
fixites, tHat conveigh the Religion of the Sea of Rome-throughout 
thecountteys ) are turned to:blaod, that ‘is, have ‘blood given ibems to 
drink ,by thecivill Magiftrateso © 
- Nevertheleffe, though we willinglyacknowledgea power inthe 
\Civill Magigrate, to eftablifuand reform Religion, according to 
athe WordiafGod: yet'we would siot-be founderftood ; as if we 
— judgeditco belong tothecivill power,to compell all men to come 
and firdownat the Lords table, or to enter into the communion of 
the Church, before they beim fome meafure prepared of God for — 
fachfellowthipy For this is not z Reformation, but a Deformation of 
the @huichy andis notaccording tothe Word of God,bur againftic, 
as we thallihew (God willing )in the feqiell, when we come to 
Speak ofthe difpofition or qualification of Church-members. 
25 gse'Thereisathird fort of things which concern the civill peace, 
‘whereinthe Church is not to refirfe fubjeftion.to the Civill Magi- 
ftrate;sin the exercifeiof fome publick {pirituall ‘adminiftrations, 
_whichsmay advanceand ‘help forwardothe publick good of Civil 
State according to»God. In time of warre, or peftilence, or any 
publick calamitie or danger lying upon a Common-wealth, the 
Ma piftrace may lawfully proclaimez Faft.as Lehofaphat did, 2 Chron. 
29ogi\and theiGhurches ought notito neglect fuch an adminifkrae 
tion;upon fucha jut occafion, Neither doth it impeach the power 
of the,ChureltocalliaFaft, when themfelves {ee God calling them 
to-publick humiliation. For as Iebofzphat called a Faft: fo the Pro-~ 
“ophet Joel ftirrethupthe Prieftsto' calla Faft in-time of a famine 
-threatning the want of holy Sacrifices; Zod! 11135'T4. nt 
-», Wemay fall outalfo, chat in undertaking a warre, or in making «a 
eapuei witha forraine’ State, there may arife fuch cafes of ‘confci- 
senceyasimay requirethe confuheationof aSynod. In which cafe, or 
thedileyittthe Magifeate calli for a Synod, the Ghurchés areito 
yeeld. himready fubjeStiomhereinin sehen ne he 
ot 2 was 
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= §2 Of the Keyes of rhe Kingdom of Heaven, 
wasout of his place, when he wasin Samaria vifiting an idolatraus 
King: yet he was not out of his'way, when in’ cafe of undertaking 
the war againft Syria, he called for counfell from the mouth of the 
Lord, by a Councell or Synod of Priefts and Prophets, 1 King. 22, 
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» 2.4. A fourth fort of thing sywherein the ¢htirch is nortorefufe fub= 
jeGtion to the Civsh Adagiftrate, is in-patient fuffering their unjult 
perfecutions without hoftile or: rebellious refiftance. For though 
perfection of the churches and fervants of Chrift will notadvance 
the civill peace, bur overthrow its yet for the churchto take.up the 
{word in her own defence; is not @ Jawfull means of preferving the 
_ church peace, bur a difturbance of it rather) © In this cafe, when 
Peter drew his {word in defence of ‘his Mafter, (the Lord Iefus ) 
again{t an attachment ferved upon him, by the Officers of the high 
‘Priefts and Elders of the people: our Saviour bade himyput up bis 
frord into bis feeath again; tor ({aithhe)-aH they that take the {rord, 
Shah perifo by the fword,Mat.27-5 0,5 1,526 where he {peaketh of Peter, 
cither as a private Difciple; ora church-officer, towhom, though 
the power of the keys wascommitted,: yer the power. of the fword 
was not commited, And forfachro take up’the fword, though in 
the caufeof Chrift, it is forbidden by Chrift; and-fuch is the cafe 
of any:particular church or uf a Synod of churches.) As they have 
meceiyed the power‘of the keys, not of the {word; to the power of 
the keys they may; and ought to'adminifter, but not of the fword. 
-W herein nevertheleffe, we {péak: of churches and Synods,asfuch, 
that is,as church:meinbers,or church-affemblies,lacting ina church- 
way, by the power of the keys received from Chrift, But if fome 
of the fame perfons bealfo betrufted by:the civill State; with the 
prefervation and prorééion of the Lawes and Libértiess peace and 
fafety of the fame: ftatéyand:fhall: meet together ina publike ci- 
vill affembly (whether in'Gouncéll or Camp) they may there pro- 
vid. by civill power (according to the, wholfome lawes and liber- 
ties of the countrey) Ne quid Ecelefia, ne quid Refpublica detrimenti 
capiat, If King Sawli{wearlto: put: Ioathad to death, the Leaders 
of the people. may iby ftrong ‘hands ‘refcue him. from his: fathers 
unjuft and illegall fary. 1 $2m.14.44545; Butif Sa#l perlecute Da- 
vid (though as unjuftly as Jovathan)- yet if the-Princes and Lea- 
ders of the people will not refcue him from the wrath of the 
King, David (a private man) willl not draw’ out his (Word im his 
own defence, fo much as to tomch the Lords anoynted, 1 Sam.24.4:t0 7, 
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and the power thereof. 53 
To conclude this ‘Corelsry , touching the fubjeftion of 
churches to the civill State, in matters which concern the - 
civill peace, this may not be omitted, that as the Church 
is fubje&t'to the {word of the Magiftrate in things which con- 
cern the civill peace:’ fo the Magiftrate:(if Chriftian) is fub- 
jet to the keys of the Church, in matcers which concern the 
peace of his confcience and the kingdome of heaven, Hence 
it is prophefied by //aiab, that Kings and Queens, who are 
-- murfing fathers and mothers to the church,-(ball bow down to 
the Church, with their faces to the earth, aii 49.23. that is, 
they. thall walk in profeffed fubje&ion to the Ordinances of 
Chrift in his Church. Hence alfo it is, that David prophe- 
fieth of 4 twowdged fword, (thatis, the {word of the Spirit, 
the word-of.Chrift) put into the bands of the Saints (whoare 
by calling the Members of the Church). as to fubdue, the na- 
tionsiby the miniftery of the Word, to the obedience of the 
- Gofpel(P/al. 149:6,7.) fo to binde their Kings with cbains, 
‘and their Nobles with fetters of iron, to exccnte upon them: ihe 
judgement written, that isywritten in the Word )Pfal.149. 48,9- 
3. third Corollary touching the independency of churches 
| 4s ehis, That:a church-of a particular Congregation, con- 
fifting of Elders and Brethren, and walking in the truth and 
peace of the Gofpel, as.it is.the Firft-fubject ofall Church- 
power, necdfull to be exercifed within it (clfe,, fo it is in- 
dependent upon any!othér ( Church or Synod) for the exer~ 
ile of thefame.s oe | 7 esaver £ 
That fuch a Church isthe firlt fabje& of all church-power, 
hath been cleered above in the opening thethird Propofition 
of the firft fubje&t of the powerof the keys. And fuch a church 
being ‘the firft ftibjec&t of church-power, is unavoidably inde- 
péndent upon any ether church os body for the exercife therof, 
for as hath been faid afore, the firft fubje& of any Accident or 
Adjun@, is independent upon any other, either for the injoying,, 
or for the imploying (the having or the ufing ) of the fame. 
© 42.A fourth Corofary touching the independency of churches 
is; Thata Church fallen into any offence (whether icbe the 
whole church, or a ftrong party in ic) is not independent in 
the éxercife of church-power, but is fabje& both to the ad- 


monition of any other church, and to the determinatson and 
| | | qidiciall 
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34 Of the Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven, . 
judiciall fentence of a Synod for direttion. into a may.of truth 
and peace. JO aa te ie TV het git aks. 

-. And this alfo arifeth from the former difcourfe. For, if 
clavis errans won ligat, & Ecclefia lissgans non ligat; that is, if 
-Chrift hath not given to:a ‘particular church apromife to binde 
and loofe’in heaven, what they binde and Joofe.on carth, 

unleffe they*agree rogerber, and agree ze bis wame, then {uch qe 

church is-not independent in their proceedings, asdo failin 
either. For all the independency that can beclaimed isfoun- 
ded-upon that promile, what yee binde on earth, frall be bound 

in heaven: what yee loofe on earth, foal be laofed in beavin; 

Matth.1 8.18. On that promife is founded both cheindepen- 

dency and jecarity, and parity alfo of all churches». But ifthat 

promife be‘cut off from'them, ‘they are like’ Samfon when 

his haire was cat off, weak, and: fubje& ‘to fall under ‘other 

“men; and-yet they ‘fall fofter-then hee did :) hee fell into 
- the hands of his-enemies, but ‘they fall under the cenfure of | 
‘their friends. As the falfe Prophet recanting ‘his error did { 
acknowledge, fo may they: Thus was I wounded in the house j 
of my friends, Zach, 13.6. In thechoufe of a neighbour- . 
church or two, I was friendly fmitcen with a brotherly:ad- % 
monition, which (like-a preciews ayle.) did wot break minehead.: — 
and in the honfe of a Synod of churches, Iwasfriondly,yea, 9 
brotherly cenfured’and healed. ° eS OY Holborn .ayrog | 
§. A fifth and lak ‘Corc#iry arifing from the former. dil- 
courfe, touching the independency of churches, may: be this; 


Though the church of a particular ‘Congregation, iconfiftin 
of Elders‘and Brethren, and Meeien Sanh a righe foor in the 
truth ‘and ‘peace of the Gofpel, b@ the firit fubyett of all 
church-power needfull to be exercifed within ‘tt felfes sand 

' confequently ‘be independent from any other church:or:Sy- 
hod in the ufé of it; yet it is afafeand wholefome,and ho. 
ly Ordinance of Chrift, for {ach particular>churchés to joyn 
topéthér in holy ‘Covenant or ‘Communion, and:confolation : 
amoneft themfelves, to adminifter ‘all their Xchurch affairs, 
(which are of weighty, and difficulteand ‘commion:; concerns BY 
‘ment) ‘not Without comthon confiltation ‘and:confenc ofio- 
ther churches about them. ‘Now ‘church-affaires ofiweighty 
and difficult ‘and comimon ‘concernment, wee utcount to be 
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the elefion and ordination of Elders, excomnsunication of an Elder,. - | 


or any perfor of publick note, and employment: the tranflation 
of an Elder from one Church to another, or the like, In which 
cafe we conceive it fafe and wholfome,and an holy ordinance 
to proceed with common confultation and confent. Safe, for: 


in multitude of coun/ellers there is fafetie (asin civill, fo inCharch 


affairs ) Prov.11.14.' And though this or that Church may 


be ofa good and {trong conftitution, and walk witharight foot — 


inthe truth, and peace of the Gofpel : yet all Churches are not 
ina likeathletick plight, and they will be loath to callin, or 
look ont for help as much or more then others, though they 
havemore need then others ; yea, and the beft Churches may 
- foondegenerate, and {tand in as mucli need of help as others,. 
and for want of it may fink and fall intodeep Apoftafie, which 
arth Charches might have prevented, had they difcerned it at 

rift. iG ai AE 12 t? EY; Sele 

It isalfo wholfome, as teading to maintain brotherly love, 


and foundnefe of do@rine in Churches, and to prevent many . 


offences, which:may grow up in this or that particular Church, 
whenit tranfacteth all fach things withinit felf wichout con- 
fent. 9: * tans | Be 
Ic islikewifean holy ordinance of Chrift, as having juft war- : 
rant froma like precedent, The Apoftles were as much inde-: 
pendent from one another, and ftood in as littlenced of one an- 
others Help, as Churches do one of another, And yet Pas! went 
up to Jernfalems,to.confer with Peter, James and» Iobn, left he’ 
foouldrnwinv ain in the courte of his miniftery, Galat, 2.2. And 
though in conference thechief Apoftles added nothing to Paul, 
ver,6. yet whenthey perceived the Gofpel of the uncircumcifion 
was committed te Paul and Barnabas, as that of the circumcifiom to 
Peter, lames and Jobn,they gave unto one another the right band 
of fellowship, ver. 9. Now thenit will follow by jutt proportion, 
that if the Apoftles who are each of themindependent one of 
another; had need to confult and confer together about the 
work of their miniftery;to procure the freer paffage to their 
calling, and to their dogtrine : then furely Churches, a nd Elders 
of Churches, though independent one of another, had need ‘to 
_cotimunicate their courfes‘and proceedings in fuch cafes one 
with another, to procurethe freer paflage to the fame. And - 
| : the 
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7 _ Of the Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven, 
the Apoftles, giving right hand.of fellowfhip one to another, 
did mutually ftresgthen their-hands in the work of the mini. 
itery :then the Elders of Churches, giving right hand of felo 
Jowfhip toone another in their ordination, or upon any fit oc- 
cafion, cannot but much encourage and ftrengchen the hearts’ 
and hahds of oneanother in the Lords work, « La 
Again, {fomething might be added, it not for confirmation, 
yet fer illuftration of this point, by comparing the dimenfions 
of the new Ternfalem , which is a perfeé platform of a: pure 
Church, as it fhall ke conftieaced in the Iewifh Church ftate,. 
at their laft converfion. Thedimenfions of this Church as they’ 
are deicribed by Exckiel ( Chap. 48.30.) are (according to 
Luntas ) twelve furlongs, which afcer the mea{ure of the San&tu- 
ari¢ (which isdouble to the common )is about three miles “in 
length, and as much in breadth, But the dimenfions of the. - 
fame Church of the Jews, in Revel. 21,16. is faid to be twelve 
thoufand furlongs. Now how cantheferwo dimenfions of the 
fame Church ftandtogether, which are fo farre difcrepant one 
fromanother? For there be a thoufand times twelve furlongs,in | 
twelve thoufind farlongs, The fitteft and faireft réconciliation. 
{eemeth plainly to be this, that Ezekiel {peaketh of the dimen- 
fionsofany ordinarie Iewifh Church of one particular con- 
gregation. But Jobs fpeaketh of the dimenfions of many par- 


ticular Iewifh Churches, combining together in fome cafes, 


even to the communion of a'thoufand Churches. Not that the 
Church of the Iews will be conftituted in a National] and Dion ~ 
ecfan frame, with Natiouall officers, and Diveefan Bifhops, or 
the like : but that fometimes a thoufand of them will be ga- 
thered in-o a Synod, and all of them will have fach mutuall 
care,and yeeld {uch mutuall brotherly help and communion 
one to another, as if they were all but one body, a Gi 

If any man fay, Theologia (ymboliex, or parabolica non eft argua 
mintativa, thatarguments from fuch parables and myfticall re- 
femblances in Scripture are not valid, let him enjoy his owne 
apprehenfion: and (if he camyeeld:a better interpretation of 
the place) let him wave this collection. Nevertheleffe , if 
there wereno argumentative power in parables, why did the 
Lord Icfus fo much delight inthat kind of teaching ? and why 


did Iobn,and Daniel, and Exekiel deliver a great part of their 


prophe- 
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-prophefiesin parables, if we muft takethem for riddles, and — 

not for documents nor arguments ?. Surely if they fervenot for — 

_ argument,they fervenotfordocument.) = ae 
_ But furthermore, touching this great work of commu- i 
nion and confociation of Churches, give us leave to adde = 
this caution; To fee that this confociation of Churches be not 4 Caution, 
perverted, either to the oppreflion or diminution of the juft 
libertie and authoritie of each particular Church within ic felf: 

who being well fupplied wich a faithfull and expert Presby- 
teric of their own, do walk in their incegritie according to the 
truth and peace of the Gofpel. Let Synods have their juft au- 
thoritiein all Churches, how pure foever, indetermining fuch 
Avarizes, as are requifite for thieedification of all Chrifts Chur- 
ches according toGod. But in the elettion and ordination of Of- 
ficers, and cenfure of offenders , let it fuffice the Churches confoctate a 
to affift one another, with their counfell, andvight hand of fellowpfrip, 
when they fee a particular Church to ufe their libertie and power aright, 
But let them not pat forth the power of their communitie, either to 
take fuch Charch atts out of their bands, or to binder them in their 
Liwfull cour(e,unleffithey fee them (through ignorance or weakneffe) 

to abufe their libertie and authoritie in the Gofpel, All the liberties 

of Churches were purchafed to them by the precious blood 
of the Lord Iefus:and therefore neither may the Churches 
give them away, nor many Churches take them out of the. 
hands of one. They may indeed prevent the abufé of their li- 
berties, and diretin the lawful! ufe of them, but not take them 
away, though themfelves fhould be willing. The Lord Iefus 
having given equal! power to all the Apoftles, it was not law- 
full for eleven of themto forbid thetwelfth to do any a& of 
his office without their intervention, Neither was it lawfull 

~ for the nine who were of inferiour gifts, to commit the gui- 
dance andcommand of all their Apoftolick adminiftrations un- 
to Peter, lames and Iobu, who fcemed to be pillars. And that, not 
onely becaufe they were all(one as well as another ) imme- 
diately. guided by the holy Ghoft: but becanfe they were all 
equall in.office, and everie one to give account for himfelf un- 
to God. | f 
It is the like cafe (in fome meafure) of particular He 
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chess yea, there is moreover a three-fold farther inconve.: 
nience,, which feemeth, tous, to attend: the: tranflation of the 
power of particular churches im thefe: ordinary admniniftra- 
ons, into.the hands of a:Synod of Presbyters, commonly cal- 
ae led a Claffis. . { Ais BNE: Ce I iD i : Pisivyotnés fh - sii kt 
st The promifof Bixdiny and Lnafing; in way of Difeie — 
 pline, which Chrift gave to:-every, parcicular chirci (as hath 
been fhewed) 18 by this means notoréceived, in ‘injoyned, 
nor practifed by themlelves immediately, but by their Depu- 
tiesi or. Owsrefeeka yy cate 1 ait AGS iw Tee 193 
2, The fame promife which was not given to Synodsin 
atts of that nacute: (as hath been:thewed in'the Chapter of 
Synods) but in'adts of another kinde, ‘is hereby reecived; 
and injoyned, and: practifed by them, and by them onely, 
whish ought net) robengs 9 oese We Bets ay 
_ | And which is a third inconvenience, The practice of this 
power of the keys only by a:Synod:of Presbyters,: ftill keeps 
eth the Church as under nonage; as‘if they were not pai 
upto the fall fruition of, the jut liberty of their. riper'yeers 
in the dayes. of the Gofpel. : For'a mother to bear her young 
daughter in her agms, and not to fuffer it to go on its‘own 
fee; whileit it isin the dmfancie, is: Kindly°and comely: but 
when the Damofell-is grown up‘to riper yeers, for the mos 
_ ther fill to bear her inher arms, for fear of ftumbling, it 
were an unceceffary burthen) tothe: mother, ‘and a reproach 
to.the Virgins Such is'theicafehere: - The community of | 
churches (according tothe: Hebrew sphrafe) is as the (Mo- 
ther; cach particularsclfurch is as the Danghter. Inthe old 
Teftament, while the @hurch was in her nonage, it was not 
unfeafonableto leave the whole guidance and bearing'there- 
of in the hands oftheir Fators and Governonrs sthe Priefts and 
Levites, and in the comunity ofthe national! courts. Bat 
now in the dayes of the new Teftament, when the churches 
are grown up (or fhould be grown at leaft) to more maturi- 
ty, it were meet more to give the Church Liberty’ to ftand 
alone, and to wa!k upon herown legs; and yet imany fuch part 
of her way, as may be more hard to hit right upon, as in 
_ her Elections, and Ordinances, and Cenfures of eminent per- 
: : . fons, 
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fons, in office; it is a fafe and holy and faithfull office of 
the vigilancy of the community of churches, to be prefent 
with them, and helpfull to them in the Lord. And at all 
times when a particular church fhall wander ont of the 
way, (whether out of the way of truth, or of peace) the 
community of churches may by no meanes be excufed from 
reforming them again into their right way, according tothe 
authority which the Lord hath given them for the publike - 
edification of all the feverall churches within their Covenant. 
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